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GREETINGS FROM PASTOR DAN

Celebrating International Women’s Month with a Women’s Day
Celebration at Messiah

March is International Women’s Month. It is a secular celebration of
women’s rights, remembering the historic contributions of women,
and their role in contemporary society.

One of the things not emphasized during this month is the role of
Christian Women in supporting each other, being witnesses for
Christ.

So, to view a secular observance through the lens of our faith,
Messiah Lutheran Church is hosting a Women’s Day Celebration on
Saturday, March 1 from 10am to 2pm. The goal is to focus on the
Christ centered spiritual development of women.

The Bible is often characterized as being negative toward females.
Verses have been taken out of context to show women as being
oppressed and under the domination of males.

“Charm is deceitful, and beauty
is vain, but a woman who fears
the Lord is to be praised,”

However, when one interprets God’s Word in context we better
understand a loving God who honors the vocation of being a woman. Proverbs 31:30 ESV
We see the creation of Eve as the final vital piece to complete God’s
perfect creation of the universe. We learn about how the Lord
blessed barren Hannah with a child. She was honored for her G
Y

sacrifice of giving up Samuel, so he could be the prophet to
revive the faith of the wayward nation of Israel. We admire the

bravery of Judge Deborah. When no men had the courage, she led glvehfy
Israel into battle to beat an enemy. Then there’s the faithful Nowtherells another way you can
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and others. In fact more often females in the Bible are shown in a
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This event will encourage women to grow in their faith in Christ and
be empowered by the Holy Spirit to better live that faith.

Continued on pg. 2



Celebrating International Women’s Month with a Women’s Day
Celebration at Messiah from Pg. 1

In addition to singing, Holy Scripture reading, and prayer, Mrs. Vickie Dansbury, who leads our Ladies
Bible Study Class will encourage women in the study of God’s Word. What a great way to grow in our
relationship with our King Jesus Christ!

We are inviting our sister congregations as well as women from other churches in our community. This
celebration is opened to all women.

If you have questions, would like to help with the event, or would like to attend, please let Vickie or me
know. Or call the church office 608-365-3794. This way we can know how many people we will be
serving for lunch and with refreshments.

See you in worship, fellowship, and service.

Because Jesus Lives,

Pastor Dan

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed: Messiah’s Food
Pantry needs some additional people to

work when the Pantry is open on the 2nd and 4th Messiad Lutheran Chawel
Tuesdays of the month from 3-6pm. If you have _ Food Pantry _
H H Our Food Pantry is located at 1531 Townline Ave, and is
questions about what you would be doing or want B e e ot Tharediage afcact N

to sign up, please call Carol Wilkins at 608- from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm
879-4069 or Linda Stocker at 608-362-8204. E gl isaidente ol the Sreater Delolt i

Make a Joyful Noise with Your Voice: Our Messiah Choir starts
again on Saturday, February 1 at 9am and we need your voice.
The Choir is open to any Messiah member ages 12 and above.
They practice every Saturday at 9am. The sessions run less than
an hour and the music is easy to learn. No previous experience
needed. You will be led by Debbie Drost with the encouragement
of the others. So please prayerfully consider joining the group
that makes a joyful noise to the Lord. If you have questions or
wish to sign up, please call or text Debbie at 608-322-7253.
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Calendar of Events

e February 1, 2025 (Saturday, 9 AM) - Messiah’s Choir begins practices again in the Narthex

e February 2, 2025 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

e February 2, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

e February 2, 2025 (Sunday, 11 AM) - Sunday School ringing bells

e February 2,2025 (Sunday, 3 PM) - Circuit Convocation — at Our Redeemer in Delevan

* February 5, 2025 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

e February 8, 2025 (Saturday, 9 AM) - Men’s Group Bible Study - downstairs Conference Room

e February 9, 2025 (Sunday, 9 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

e February 9, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

e February 9, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Special Congregational Meeting - Parish Planning Council is calling for a
Congregational Meeting. We will be voting on three proposals presented at the December 15
Congregational Meeting: Streaming Equipment Upgrades, Security Plan, and Raffle Licenses. Copies of
these proposals are in the Narthex. Also, a proposal for a new parking lot and elevator will be presented.

* February 9, 2025 (Sunday, 11 AM) - NO 11AM service

e February 109, 2025 (Monday, 4 PM - 8 PM) - SCOOPIE NIGHT FUNDRAISER by the CHRIST LUTHERAN IN
CLINTON MEN’S GROUP at Beloit Culvers on Cranston Rd.

e February 11, 2025 (Tuesday, 7 PM) - Parish Planning Council Meeting downstairs Conference Room

e February 12,2025 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

* February 15,2025 (Saturday, 10 AM - 2 PM) - Valentines’ Day Marriage Luncheon

Just in time for St. Valentine’s Day, Rev. Johnathan and Christa Petzold will visit St. Andrew Lutheran Church
in Rockton for a marriage seminar and luncheon on Saturday, February 15,2025, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. There is
no cost, and free childcare is available. Space is limited; please sign up here:
https://forms.gle/RvGwHsCpacncfCsB9 or call: 815-624-6051.

The Petzolds co-authored Male & Female: Embracing Your Role in God’s Design and are pleased to share
Scriptural insights for men and women, and especially married couples. Their book was not written to defend
“traditional” values or to lay out a set of superficial behaviors for “g¢odly men and women.” Instead, they cover
the Scriptural framework for masculinity and femininity so you may have a better understanding of your
personal responses to issues of gender, sexual orientation, and your God-given role as a man or woman.

Rev. Petzold presently serves as pastor at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Antioch, Illinois. Christa, who
holds a Masters in Theology, homeschools their children while also pursuing a Ph.D. in the History of Exegesis
(critical explanation of scripture) from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.

e February 16,2025 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion - Sunday
School Servant Sunday

¢ February 16,2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

* February 16,2025 (Sunday, 11 AM) - Sunday School Children ringing bells

e February 19,2025 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

e February 20, 2025 (Tuesday, 5:30 PM) - Ladies Bible Study Class (LBSC) downstairs Conference Room

e February 23, 2025 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

e February 23, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

e February 26, 2025 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

e February 27,2025 (Thursday, 6 PM) - Stewardship Committee Meeting — Upstairs Conference Room



January Birthdays

Terri Coleman
Kevin Divine
Kevin Kreyer
Stephanie Rogers
Glenn Sieren
Sierra Coleman
Mary Lou Palmer
Sandi McDearmon
Betty Foerster
Alton Quade
Chelsea Ryan
Holly Anderson
Sherry Pahlas
Elvia Reid

Breela Altenberg
Ashley Beaumont
Karl Wetzel

Rob Hessler
Susan Waters
Daniel Eddy

Sara Hansel
Kristy Cleveland
Nic Simpson
Harry Anderson
Kenneth Thompson
Don Wachsmuth
Brenda Kempf
Ed Teague
Archer Lehner
Zachary Anderson
Victor Soto
Chrissy Behl

Cris Hornagold
David Baumann
Jason Washburn
Dorothy Helms
Sara Wachsmuth
Jim Waters
Sarah Sears
Timothy Veale
Mya Bosco
Kimmy Redding
Sue Rogers
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January Anniversaries

@

Tom & Pat Martin 1/4/1986
[ ] [ [ ]
February Birthdays
Bonnie Buzinski 2/8
Kelly Nelson 2/8
Frank Stolarzyk 2/9
Jeremy Wilson 2/9
Joyce Elwood 2/11
Cheryl Sennett 2/11
Suzanne Nimz 2/12
Kaylee Annen 2/13
Carter Stocker 2/13
Cody Kittoe 2/15
Kathy Brainard 2/16
Misty Kropp 2/16
Nichole Swanson 2/17
Courtney Fieser 2/19
Nash Swanson 2/20
Bev GeRue 2/21
Michael Kropp 2/22
Eldon Kolander 2/24
Kathy Stolarzyk 2/25
February Anniversaries @3
Zachary & Samantha Anderson 2/2/2013
Leroy & Kathy Brainard 2/6/1993
Gary & Justine McGuire 2/6/1997

A note from Jim and Susie Waters:

We would like to invite all boards and church members to be a
part of our church newsletter. If you know of upcoming events,
have inspirational quotes, great recipes for the upcoming
month, or have any other church or community news that you
think would fit well with our congregation, please let us know by
email (Messiahlutherannewsletter@gmail.com), and we will do
our very best to get your news entered in as soon as possible.

Thank you and God's blessings to
you all.
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Fish Fry Sign Ups: Messiah Lutheran is
hosting for six weeks from Friday March 7
through April 11: 5-7pm. We need your help.
Surveys are in the Narthex, so please let us
know how you can help. This way we can
better plan to make these congregational
and community dinners special.

Saturday, January 18 was a sad day for
members of Messiah. We laid to rest our
beloved member Paul Britton. Over 300

people came through our sanctuary to offer
condolences to Paul's wife Jan, and Paul's
children and grandchildren during the three-
hour visitation. Over 150 stayed for the funeral
where Pastor Dan preached on Jesus being the
Greatest Farmer of all Time. This tied to Paul's
70 years as a successful farmer sowing and
reaping a harvest as Christ does in planting His
seed of salvation, giving us faith through His
Word. A huge thank you to all the Messiah
members who helped with the visitation,
service, and luncheon. This includes our Lay
Elder-Deacons, musicians, streamers, altar
guild, cleaners, office administrator, building
and grounds, and Christian Service lunch
ladies. Praise the Lord.

Wednesday Lenten Suppers Return: Wednesday,
March 5 at 5:45pm and will run for six
weeks till Wednesday, April 9. We are looking for
people to help host part of a meal. Signup
sheets are in the Narthex.

A

e ellowship

Meatloaf

Ingredients:

3 lbs. Ground Chuck

3 Eggs

9 0z. Oatmeal (Quick Oats)

1 medium Onion

2 cups Ketchup

3 Tbs. Worcestershire Sauce
1/2 tsp. Garlic Powder

Salt & Pepper

Directions:
1.) Preheat your oven to 350°.

2.) In large bowl, combine all ingredients! Mix well
with your hands.

*Note: Make sure you use your hands to mix. Using a mixer
or a spoon gives it a different texture and may not mix
together completely!

3.) Shape the mixture into loaf shape and transfer to
loaf pan.

4.) Once in loaf pan, run your fingers or a knife along
all sides of loaf to pull away from the sides of your
loaf pan. Spread a nice layer of Ketchup over entire
top of loaf.

5.) Bake for an hour per pound (3 hrs.)

*Note: If you are going to use mini loaf pans, bake only for
an hour since the loaves are so
small.



Saturday, December 21, 10
Messiah Homebound
Members were treated to
Christmas caroling from our
members. Additionally each
household received a hand-
made Christmas card from
member Beth Thompson,
and a snow globe made by
our Sunday School
students. Thanks to our
carolers: Debbie Drost,
Sherry Pahlas, Carol Wikins,
Joel Steinke, Cindy
Zimmerman, Sandi
McDearmon, Sue Kolander,
Vicky Kreyer, Sam, Chloe,
Holly, and Zach Anderson.
Praise the Lord for them
bringing joy to our
homebound members for
the holidays.

Sunday, January 5, Messiah Member Mary Lou Palmer
turned 90. During Fellowship Time, the congregation
celebrated with her with a special cake. Mary Lou's
membership at Messiah traces back to the early 1960s.
Her father built the trophy case in the Fellowship Hall,
and shelves in the Library. He made the Consecration
Table used for Communion. Over the years, Mary Lou
has sung in the choir, been involved in Evangelism,
helped with Fellowship, given rides to people to attend
worship, and a whole host of other things. Please
congratulate Mary Lou on 90 years here on the planet.
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The Sunday School students celebrated
Jesus' birth with a party. They did a
scavenger hunt for pictures from the
story of Jesus' birth. Each team raced to
sequence the pictures in the correct
order. The children played Nativity
Bingo, and did a scratch art project. A
special thank you to Noelle and Tina
Swanson for making the delicious

cupcakes for our party.




We studied Jesus' resurrection.
Jesus died to take on our sins;
His resurrection completed what
God had intended from the
beginning. The students
decorated crosses, and had a
resurrection snack mix. Each
item represented part of the
resurrection story. The children
also practiced the bells. They
will be playing at the 11:00
service on February 2nd.

.




A lot of practice went into our Children's
Christmas Program this year. A HUGE
thank you to Sam Anderson for directing it,
and Tiffany Koenitzer for leading the kids in
music. Thank you to Rebecca Baumann and
Rebecca Sennett for their help, and youth
members Audrey Veale and Alex Reid for
participating in the program.




10



