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Welcome! We are glad you are worshipping the Lord with us today!



Midweek Lent Meditative Worship

Wednesday, March 26, 2025

Armor of God #4: Shield of Faith
Learning to Trust the Lord in All Circumstances

FROM THE LAY ELDER-DEACONS: Welcome to Messiah. We want to make sure your worship
experience goes well. So just as a reminder, please turn cellphones ringers off during worship.
Please remove hats, no earbuds, no gaming, no texting, and no social media. If you need to use
your phone or have a conversation with someone, please excuse yourself from the sanctuary.
Thank you.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Live audio of the worship service is available in the room that is just
off the Narthex in the back of the sanctuary. This room has a bathroom and is a safe place for
anxious children (or adults) to go and still be a part of the worship service.

Prayer before worship: (Please pray silently): O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as |
come to worship You in spirit and in truth, | humbly pray You would close off worldly distractions.
Please open my heart to the power of Your Word through the hymns, in the liturgy, and with the
preaching of the Word. Please bless me so | can repent of my sins, trusting more in Jesus Christ as
my only Savior to grow in good works to glorify You. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

LITURGICAL SEASON: During this season of Lent, we reflect upon our sins, not to wallow in
guilt or shame, but to acknowledge the ugliness of our iniquities, confess them before God,
receive forgiveness, and then focus on living more repentant lives for Christ.

WORSHIP THEME: We continue our Midweek Lenten series looking at the 4™ piece of armor
God wants us to wear to protect our faith in Christ. Today, we look at the shield of faith. Belts,
breastplates, and shoes are great armor for the soldiers. However, when flaming arrows are
being launched, those pieces of armament offer limited protection. When used correctly, the
shield can protect against any dangerous weapons of the Evil One. Tonight, we see how this
plays out every day with our faith in Christ. This way you can be ready for any attack from Satan.

PRELUDE - WELCOME - WORSHIP THEME - GREETING PEOPLE IN THE NAME OF THE LORD




Bible Verse of the Month: Hebrews 3:6 NIV:

P: “Christ is faithful as a son over God's house.

C: And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.”
P: God prepare you here in His House with courage and hope in Jesus as you worship Him.

(Lighting of the candles...) Adapted from the Compline liturgy from Lutheran Service Book

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at last.

C: Amen.

P: It is good to give thanks to the Lord.

C: To sing praise to Your Name, O Most High.

P: To herald Your love in the morning.

C: Your Truth at the close of the day.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: O Holy and gracious God

C: I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin | know---the thoughts
and words and deeds of which | am ashamed---but some is known only to You. In the
Name of Jesus, | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that | may rest in peace.

P: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ and in Him we, you, are forgiven. We
rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

C: Amen.
HYMN OF THE NIGHT: ““l1 Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”............. LSB 729
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1 I am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
2 1 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet 1  bow,
31 am trust-ing Thee for cleans-ing In the crim - son flood;
4 1 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
n — |
\\qu -‘I- & ‘ (@] | |
Trust - ing Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy  Trust - ing now.

Trust -ing Thee to make me ho -1ly By Thy blood.
Ev - ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.
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5 | am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.

6 | am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
| am trusting Thee forever
And for all.

(Congregation may be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING #1.....cccccivuiimuiimncrnncrnncenncennnne. Ephesians 6:10-20 ESV

% Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. ' Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. > For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly

places. '3 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. * Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, "> and, as shoes for your feet, having
put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. ' In all circumstances take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; ' and take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, '8 praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance,

making supplication for all the saints, ' and also for me, that words may be given to me in
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, % for which | am an
ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

SCRIPTURE READING #2.....ccceuieuieuienceniencnncenennenns Hebrews 11:1-3, 6 ESV

" Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the
people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

® And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.



SCRIPTURE READING #3.....ccceuieuieuiieienirecencenennen. Proverbs 3:5-7 ESV

*Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

and do not lean on your own understanding.
®In all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make straight your paths.
"Be not wise in your own eyes;

fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, | commend my spirit.

C: Into Your Hand, O Lord, | commend my spirit.

P: You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.

C: Into Your hands, | commend my spirit.

P: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
C: Into Your hands, | commend my spirit.

SERMON MEDITATION: “Armor of God #4: Shield of Faith — Learning to Trust the Lord in
All Circumstances” Texts: Ephesians 6:16, Hebrews 11:1-3, 6 and Proverbs 3:5-7

OFFERING: Please put your offering in the plates at the entrance. Thank you for your
support.

OFFERTORY - “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” BROWN 410 (For The Notes)

1. My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!

Now hear me while | pray,
Take all my guilt away,

O let me from this day

Be wholly Thine!

2. May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire;

As Thou hast died for me,
O may my love to Thee



Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire!

3. While life's dark maze | tread,
And griefs around me spread,
Be Thou my guide;

Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow's tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
From Thee aside.

4. When ends life's passing dream,
When death's cold, threatening stream
Shall o'er me roll,

Blest Savior, then, in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above,

A ransomed soul!

TAKING OF PRAYER REQUESTS
(At the end of each prayer petition)

P: Hear my prayer, O Lord
C: Listen to my cry.

(At the conclusion of the prayers, if you are able, please stand)

P: Keep me as the apple of Your eye;

C: Hide me in the shadow of Your wings

P: In righteousness | shall see You;

C: When | awake, Your presence will give me joy.

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from Evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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THE BENEDICTION (God'’s goodbye, God be with you, blessing)

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep
you.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN... “Great is Thy Faithfulness” BROWN 43 (To read the notes)
(As the candles are extinguished, the acolyte/elder lights the taper from one of the candles to symbolize the light of
Christ going with us as we leave to live our vocations in life, taking Christ’s love out into the world. Please follow the

light as he recesses.)

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou for ever wilt be.

Refrain:

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies | see;

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided —
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. [Refrain]

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

P: With the light of Christ inside in you, go in peace, using His shield of faith in all circumstances
to defeat all the temptations of the Evil One.
C: Thanks be to God.

NEXT WEDNESDAY: Armor of God #5: Helmet of Salvation: Protection Against Bad
Thinking



POSTLUDE

Today's hymns used by permission of CCLI License # 11015399
ESV: English Standard Version

LSB: Lutheran Service Book

RED: The Lutheran Hymnal.

BROWN: The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration

If you don’t carry much cash or write many checks then
c Givelify is the perfect and easy way to give your offerings
to Messiah. Simply download the app at the Google Play
Store or Apple App Store. It is safe and secure. If you need

® ®
glvellfg help setting up the app, please contact Jim Shellenberger

at (815) 275-2081.

Attendance:
e Sunday School: Sunday, March 16: 12 (9 children and 3 teachers)
e Adult Bible Study: Tuesday, March 18: 32 (15 in-person and 17 phone/zoom)
e Worship: Sunday, March 16 — 9am: 66 11am: 28 Midweek Lent 2 Wed at 7pm: 47
= Total Net Attendance: 121

On-Line Streaming:
e Sunday, March 16: 14 devices watching LIVE on our Facebook Page and YouTube Channel
o Facebook Total Views: 235
o YouTube Total Views: 40

General Operating Offerings Needed Per Month: $17,867
Month-To-Date Plate Offering:  $13,759
Month-To-Date Givelify: + $ 1,840

General Operating Offerings received for March (3 of 5 weeks) $15,599

General Operating Offerings still needed to pay March bills $ 2,268

We give praise You, O Lord, for the gifts we have received;
Please, help us receive more for Your glory. Amen.

St. John's Lutheran Church PAPER PANTRY
Free Toiletries and other Paper Products for your Home
The first Monday of each month from 6:00 pm - 7 pm

in the church gym. Everyone is welcome
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Adult Bible Study: Tuesdays from 1-2pm. Back to the Beginning — An In-Depth Look at the
Book of Genesis. We are currently exploring how does the Tower of Babel account still affects
our world today? How is Abraham still relevant to our faith? Please join us in-person in the
Fellowship Hall. If you are unable to join us in-person, you can participate through the phone
or Zoom. Please contact Pastor Dan at 314-775-7371.

A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.™

Attention Thrivent Members: Choice dollars are charitable grants to support congregations
like Messiah without costing you any money. If you have certain life insurance or financial
products with Thrivent you may be able to designate your Choice Dollars to support the ministry
work here at Messiah. Please see Pastor Dan for details. You have until March 31 to designate
your 2024 Choice Dollars.

Sunny Saturdays Please join St. John's on Saturday, April 5th from 2:00 pm — 4:30 pm for our
first Sunny Saturdays. Our first event will be a Paint — n — Sip event with Nikki Bennett of Emunah
Designs LLC She will guide us through the painting of your very own masterpiece while we
fellowship with one another about God's goodness in our lives! Cost: $30.00 per person RSVP:
608-718-7922 (text or call) or email to officestjohnsbeloit@gmail.com Please RSVP by 4/1/25
EVERYONE is invited!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
VBS at Messiah
Sunday, July 27 - Wednesday. July 30
Free dinner 5:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
VBS 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

FREE CLOTHING AND SMALL HOUSEHOLD ITEM GIVE-A-WAY Saturday, April 12th 9 am—1
pm St. John's Lutheran Church 1000 Bluff Street Beloit, WI 53511 Donations Welcome—call
Christi at 608-718-7922.



Thursday 3:30-5:30pm |Food Pantry Open
6pm Stewardship Committee — Upstairs Conference Room

Friday 5-7pm Fish Fry Dinners — Fellowship Hall

Saturday 9am Messiah Choir Practice

Sunday 9am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion
10am Sunday School, and Fellowship Celebrating March Birthdays
11am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion

Upcoming Events at Messiah

e Food Pantry open the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from 3:30-5:30pm

o Wednesday Lenten Suppers and Services — Through April 9. 5:45pm Dinner and 7pm
Service.

e Friday Fish Fry Dinners: 5-7pm through April 11

e Sunday, April 6 at 9am: Baptism of Isaac McCannon

e Sunday, April 6 at 12:15pm: Lay Elder-Deacon Meeting — upstairs Conference Room

e Sunday, June 6 at 3pm: Installation of Pastor Andrew Nelson at St Paul's in Janesville

e Tuesday, April 8 at 7pm: Parish Planning Meeting

e Saturday, April 12 at 9am: Men’s Group in the downstairs Conference Room

e Saturday, April 12 at 10am: Baptism of Remiel Duran

e Palm Sunday, April 13 and 16

e Maundy Thursday, April 17 at 7pm

e Good Friday Tre Ore at Messiah from Noon to 3pm along with a nighttime service at
7pm

e Easter Sunday services, April 20 & 23 at 9am and 11am and Wed at 7pm

o Easter Breakfast: 9:45-11:15am on Sunday

e Wednesday, April 23 at 11am: Pastor Dan LIVE on KFUO Radio for Thy Strong Word
studying Genesis 7

e Wednesday, April 30 from 9am to 1pm: LWML Zone 20 Rally at Our Redeemer in
Delevan: Pastor Dan will be leading Bible Study on Judges 4 and Debroah: Woman
of Faith with Great Courage.

e Sunday, May 4: Sunday School Servant Sunday

e Sunday, May 11: Special Mother’s Day Services at 9am and 11am with Brunch at 10am
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e Sunday, May 18 at 9am: Confirmation Service

e Monday — Tuesday, June 9-10: South Wisconsin District Convention in Milwaukee

e Sunday, June 9 after the 9am service: Congregational Meeting No 11am service.

e Sunday, June 15: Special Father’s Services at 9am and 11am and Grill Out at 10am

e Sunday, June 22 at 9am and 11am service and during Fellowship: Rev Dan Schmelzer
from Capstone Ministries in Kenya. Dessert auction and door offering

e Sunday, July 13 at 11am: Blessing the youth before they leave for the National Youth
Gathering

e Wednesday, July 16: Youth leave for National Youth Gathering which is July 19-23 in
New Orleans

e Sunday, July 27 through Wednesday, July 29: VBS at Messiah: Twists and Turns

Friday Fish Fry

Messiah Lutheran Church

Every Friday through April 11
5:00 P.IN.-7:00 P.IN. Menu includes:

Fish, Cheesy
Potatoes,
Vegetable,
Messiah Lutheran YR - Sipaen Desserhand
- - 5“-’{;‘3»‘* v Drink

Church
163 *Take out orders:

Free will offering*  s7amea
Raffle Baskets & Gift Card Drawings

Wednesday Midweek Lenten
Fellowship Supper

Wednesday, April 2 from 5:45-6:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall.

Menu:
« Chicken Noodle Soup by Mrs. Vickie Dansbury
« Ham, Tuna, and Egg Salad by Mrs. Vickie Dansbury
and Janette Alf
« Chips

[
» Dessert surprises from Lisa Barrett and Cindy F [[ k
Zimmerman e’ owg I

» Beverages
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Messiah Lutheran Church

1531 Townline Avenue, Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 Phone: 608-365-3794
Website: micbeloit.com - Facebook: “Messiah Lutheran Church-Beloit, WI”
YouTube Channel: Messiah Lutheran Beloit
Prayer Line: 608-365-4724

Office Administrator: Teresa Behl
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-Noon
Office Email: messiahlutheransecretary@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: dan.eddy@verizon.net

Welcome

To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome. To our first-time guests and visitors, we extend our
sincere greeting. To those who seek a church home, we invite you to our fellowship. Messiah has existed
since 1959 to receive God’s forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus through Word and Sacrament
and to share the good news that God’s Son, Jesus Christ, lives, died, and rose for all.

Divine Worship Schedule

Sundays with Holy Communion - 9:00 AM and 11AM
Wednesdays Midweek Lenten —7:00 PM

Leadership
Rev. Daniel Eddy Pastor 314.775.7371
Jared McCannon President 815-973-8798
Bill Swanson Vice-President 608-295-1829
Merri Boos Treasurer 815-703-0990

Zach Anderson
Ruth Komprood
Susan Bukove
Cheryl Sennett
Samantha Anderson
Rebecca Baumann
Eldon Kolander
Sandi McDearmon
Vickie Dansbury
James Shellenberger

Jean Behl
Terry Zimmerman

Lay Elder-Deacons
Co-Chair Evangelism
Co-Chair Evangelism
Christian Education

Young People
Stewardship
Properties
Co-Chair Fellowship
Co-Chair Fellowship
Public Relations
Council Secretary

LWML President
Altar Guild

608-207-0509
608.751.8061
608.481.4290
608.289.2686
608.312.6683
608.921.7677
815-298-9739
608-774-7759
608-750-0550
815-275-2081

608-362-3868
608-751-8334

Messiah is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod.
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