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Welcome! We are glad you are worshipping the Lord with us today!  
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Midweek Lent Meditative Worship 
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 

Armor of God #3:  

Wear the Right Shoes with Your Faith  
 

FROM THE LAY ELDER-DEACONS: Welcome to Messiah. We want to make sure your worship 

experience goes well. So just as a reminder, please turn cellphones ringers off during worship. 

Please remove hats, no earbuds, no gaming, no texting, and no social media. If you need to use 

your phone or have a conversation with someone, please excuse yourself from the sanctuary.  

Thank you. 

 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Live audio of the worship service is available in the room that is just 

off the Narthex in the back of the sanctuary. This room has a bathroom and is a safe place for 

anxious children (or adults) to go and still be a part of the worship service.  

 

Prayer before worship: (Please pray silently):  O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I 

come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray You would close off worldly distractions. 

Please open my heart to the power of Your Word through the hymns, in the liturgy, and with the 

preaching of the Word. Please bless me so I can repent of my sins, trusting more in Jesus Christ as 

my only Savior to grow in good works to glorify You. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.  

 

LITURGICAL SEASON: During this season of Lent, we reflect upon our sins, not to wallow in 

guilt or shame, but to acknowledge the ugliness of our iniquities, confess them before God, 

receive forgiveness, and then focus on living more repentant lives for Christ.  

 

WORSHIP THEME:  We continue our Midweek Lenten series looking at the 3rd piece of armor 

God wants us to wear to protect our faith in Christ. Today, we look at shoes. What we wear on 

our feet is based on what activity we are doing. Shoes for running or biking; shoes for formal 

occasions; slippers for bedtime; boots for working outside. Shoes protect our feet depending on 

the activity we choose. Tonight, we look at shoes that help us bring the gospel of peace to more 

people. As we move along the rough ground of the world these shoes help us move safely to tell 

others about the eternal love of Christ. We are ready for action. You will hear how this is done.  

 

PRELUDE - WELCOME – WORSHIP THEME - GREETING PEOPLE IN THE NAME OF THE LORD  
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Bible Verse of the Month: Hebrews 3:6 NIV: 

P: “Christ is faithful as a son over God's house.  

C: And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.” 

P: God prepare you here in His House with courage and hope in Jesus as you worship Him.  

 

(Lighting of the candles...) Adapted from the Compline liturgy from Lutheran Service Book 

 

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

  

P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at last.  

C: Amen. 

P: It is good to give thanks to the Lord.  

C: To sing praise to Your Name, O Most High.  

P: To herald Your love in the morning. 

C: Your Truth at the close of the day.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: O Holy and gracious God 

C: I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know---the thoughts 

and words and deeds of which I am ashamed---but some is known only to You. In the 

Name of Jesus, I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.  

P: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ and in Him we, you, are forgiven. We 

rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.  

C: Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE NIGHT:  “Take My Life and Let it Be”……………LSB 783 
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5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
(Congregation may be seated) 

 

SCRIPTURE READING #1……………………………………Ephesians 6:10-20 ESV 
 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the 

evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of 

truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having 

put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the 

Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, 

making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in 

opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an 

ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING #2……………………………………Luke 1:67-79 ESV 

After John the Baptist was born, his father, a priest, prophesized the following.  

 
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
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71 that we should be saved from our enemies 

    and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

    in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  

C: Into Your Hand, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

P: You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 

C: Into Your hands, I commend my spirit.   

P: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit  

C: Into Your hands, I commend my spirit.   

 

SERMON MEDITATION:  “Armor of God #3: Wear the Right Shoes for Your Faith”  

Texts: Ephesians 6:15 and Luke 1:79 

 

OFFERING: Please put your offering in the plates at the entrance. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

OFFERTORY -  “Create in Me” LSB 956  
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TAKING OF PRAYER REQUESTS 

(At the end of each prayer petition)  

 

P: Hear my prayer, O Lord 

C: Listen to my cry.  

 

(At the conclusion of the prayers, if you are able, please stand) 

 

P: Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 

C: Hide me in the shadow of Your wings 

P: In righteousness I shall see You; 

C: When I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:  

 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from Evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE BENEDICTION (God’s goodbye, God be with you, blessing) 

P:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep 

you.  

C: Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN…  “Onward, Christian Soldiers”…..LSB 662 
 (As the candles are extinguished, the acolyte/elder lights the taper from one of the candles to symbolize the light of 

Christ going with us as we leave to live our vocations in life, taking Christ’s love out into the world. Please follow the 

light as he recesses.)  
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P: With the light of Christ inside in you, go in peace, protecting your faith with the right shoes to 

bring His peace to others.   

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

NEXT WEDNESDAY: Armor of God #4: Shielding yourself against Satan.  

 

POSTLUDE  
Today’s hymns used by permission of CCLI License # 11015399 

ESV: English Standard Version  

LSB: Lutheran Service Book  

RED: The Lutheran Hymnal.  

BROWN: The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration  

 

 

 
 

Attendance:  

• Sunday School: Sunday, March 9: 10 (6 children and 4 teachers) 

• Adult Bible Study: Tuesday, March 11: 26 (14 in-person and 12 phone/zoom)  

• Worship: Sunday, March 9 – 9am: 70  11am: 16  Midweek Lent 1 Wed at 7pm: 42 

▪ Total Net Attendance: 112 

 

On-Line Streaming:  

• Sunday, March 9: 11 devices watching LIVE on our Facebook Page and YouTube Channel 

o Facebook Total Views: 265 

o YouTube Total Views: 50 

 

General Operating Offerings Needed Per Month:         $17,867 

                                             Month-To-Date Plate Offering:    $ 9,672 

     Month-To-Date Givelify:           + $ 1,530 

General Operating Offerings received for March (2 of 5 weeks)         $11,202 

General Operating Offerings still needed to pay March bills              $  6,665 

    

We give praise You, O Lord, for the gifts we have received; 

Please, help us receive more for Your glory. Amen.  

If you don’t carry much cash or write many checks then 

Givelify is the perfect and easy way to give your offerings 

to Messiah. Simply download the app at the Google Play 

Store or Apple App Store. It is safe and secure. If you need 

help setting up the app, please contact Jim Shellenberger 

at (815) 275-2081.  
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St. John’s Lutheran Church PAPER PANTRY 

Free Toiletries and other Paper Products for your Home  

The first Monday of each month from 6:00 pm – 7 pm 

in the church gym. Everyone is welcome 

 

Adult Bible Study: Tuesdays from 1-2pm.  Back to the Beginning – An In-Depth Look at the 

Book of Genesis. We are currently exploring how does the Tower of Babel account still affects 

our world today? How is Abraham still relevant to our faith? Please join us in-person in the 

Fellowship Hall. If you are unable to join us in-person, you can participate through the phone 

or Zoom. Please contact Pastor Dan at 314-775-7371. 

 

 
Attention Thrivent Members: Choice dollars are charitable grants to support congregations 

like Messiah without costing you any money. If you have certain life insurance or financial 

products with Thrivent you may be able to designate your Choice Dollars to support the ministry 

work here at Messiah. Please see Pastor Dan for details. You have until March 31 to designate 

your 2024 Choice Dollars.  

 

Sunny Saturdays Please join St. John’s on Saturday, April 5th from 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm for our 

first Sunny Saturdays. Our first event will be a Paint – n – Sip event with Nikki Bennett of Emunah 

Designs LLC She will guide us through the painting of your very own masterpiece while we 

fellowship with one another about God’s goodness in our lives! Cost: $30.00 per person RSVP: 

608-718-7922 (text or call) or email to officestjohnsbeloit@gmail.com Please RSVP by 4/1/25 

EVERYONE is invited! 

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
VBS at Messiah 

Sunday, July 27 - Wednesday. July 30 
Free dinner 5:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

 VBS 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 

FREE CLOTHING AND SMALL HOUSEHOLD ITEM GIVE-A-WAY Saturday, April 12th 9 am—1 

pm St. John’s Lutheran Church 1000 Bluff Street Beloit, WI 53511 Donations Welcome—call 

Christi at 608-718-7922. 
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Youth Envelope Fundraiser 
 

Need a babysitter? Yard work done? Someone to help you organize or clean out your garage? The 

youth group might be able to help.  

 

We are close to reaching our goal to fund the youth and leaders attending the National Youth 

Gathering this summer, but we still need your help! For our final big fundraiser before the trip, 

our youth and leaders are offering their services to 7 lucky participants that purchase an 

envelope from now through Sunday March 23rd. Each winner will get a youth group helper for 

no more than 3 hours with a task of the winner’s choosing, but the task cannot be too risky. 

Here’s how the fundraiser works! There is a bulletin board out in the Narthex with 100 envelopes 

on it labeled 1 to 100. The number on each envelope is how much you pay to purchase it. (Ex: If 

you pick the envelope that is labeled 54, you would need to pay $54.) Each envelope will have 

drawing tickets in it, but the higher the number on the envelope is, the more tickets there are in 

it. There will be instructions next to the board that tell you what to do with the envelope and the 

tickets. We will be doing the drawing after the congregational meeting on March 23rd, and there 

will be 7 different winners chosen. It could be you, so stop by and purchase an envelope today 

to help our youth group! 

 

Samantha Anderson 

 (Youth Leader) 

 

Thursday  

 

Friday  

 

 

Saturday  

 

 

 

Sunday  

 

5:30pm  

 

7pm  

 

 

5-7pm  

 

9am  

 

9am  

 

10am 

 

 

Ladies Bible Study Class – Fellowship Hall   

 

Forward Planning Committee Meeting – Upstairs Conference 

Room 

 

Fish Fry Dinners – Fellowship Hall  

 

Messiah Choir Practice  

 

Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday School and Fellowship and Congregational Meeting  

 

No 11am service  
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Upcoming Events at Messiah 
• Food Pantry open the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from 3:30-5:30pm 

• Wednesday Lenten Suppers and Services – Through April 9. 5:45pm Dinner and 7pm 

Service.  

• Friday Fish Fry Dinners: 5-7pm through April 11  

• Thursday, March 27 at 6pm: Stewardship Committee Meeting -  Upstairs Conference 

Room 

• Sunday, March 23: Congregational Meeting after 9am service. NO 11am service. 

• Sunday, April 6 at 9am: Baptism of Isaac McCannon  

• Tuesday, April 8 at 7pm: Parish Planning Meeting  

• Saturday, April 12 at 9am: Men’s Group in the downstairs Conference Room  

• Saturday, April 12 at 10am: Baptism of Remiel Duran 

• Palm Sunday, April 13 and 16 

• Maundy Thursday, April 17 at 7pm  

• Good Friday Tre Ore at Messiah from Noon to 3pm along with a nighttime service at 

7pm  

• Easter Sunday services, April 20 & 23 at 9am and 11am and Wed at 7pm 

o Easter Breakfast: 9:45-11:15am on Sunday  

• Wednesday, April 23 at 11am: Pastor Dan LIVE on KFUO Radio for Thy Strong Word 

studying Genesis 7 

• Wednesday, April 30 from 9am to 1pm: LWML Zone 20 Rally at Our Redeemer in 

Delevan: Pastor Dan will be leading Bible Study on Judges 4 and Debroah: Woman 

of Faith with Great Courage.  

• Sunday, May 4: Sunday School Servant Sunday  

• Sunday, May 11: Special Mother’s Day Services at 9am and 11am with Brunch at 10am 

• Sunday, May 18 at 9am: Confirmation Service 

• Monday – Tuesday, June 9-10: South Wisconsin District Convention in Milwaukee 

• Sunday, June 15: Special Father’s Services at 9am and 11am and Grill Out at 10am 

• Sunday, June 22 at 9am and 11am service and during Fellowship: Rev Dan Schmelzer 

from Capstone Ministries in Kenya. Dessert auction and door offering  

• Sunday, July 13 at 11am: Blessing the youth before they leave for the National Youth 

Gathering 

• Wednesday, July 16: Youth leave for National Youth Gathering which is July 19-23 in 

New Orleans  

• Sunday, July 27 through Wednesday, July 29: VBS at Messiah: Twists and Turns  
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Messiah Lutheran Church   
 1531 Townline Avenue, Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 Phone: 608-365-3794 

Website: mlcbeloit.com - Facebook: “Messiah Lutheran Church-Beloit, WI” 
YouTube Channel: Messiah Lutheran Beloit  

Prayer Line: 608-365-4724 
 

Office Administrator: Teresa Behl  
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-Noon  

Office Email: messiahlutheransecretary@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Email: dan.eddy@verizon.net 

 

mailto:dan.eddy@verizon.net

