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Welcome! We are glad you are worshipping the Lord with us today!



Midweek Lent Meditative Worship

Wednesday, March 12, 2025

Armor of God #2:
Protect Your Heart with Christ’s Righteousness

FROM THE LAY ELDER-DEACONS: Welcome to Messiah. We want to make sure your worship
experience goes well. So just as a reminder, please turn cellphones ringers off during worship.
Please remove hats, no earbuds, no gaming, no texting, and no social media. If you need to use
your phone or have a conversation with someone, please excuse yourself from the sanctuary.
Thank you.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Live audio of the worship service is available in the room that is just
off the Narthex in the back of the sanctuary. This room has a bathroom and is a safe place for
anxious children (or adults) to go and still be a part of the worship service.

Prayer before worship: (Please pray silently): O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as |
come to worship You in spirit and in truth, | humbly pray You would close off worldly distractions.
Please open my heart to the power of Your Word through the hymns, in the liturgy, and with the
preaching of the Word. Please bless me so | can repent of my sins, trusting more in Jesus Christ as
my only Savior to grow in good works to glorify You. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

LITURGICAL SEASON: During this season of Lent, we reflect upon our sins, not to wallow in
guilt or shame, but to acknowledge the ugliness of our iniquities, confess them before God,
receive forgiveness, and then focus on living more repentant lives for Christ.

WORSHIP THEME: We continue our Midweek Lenten series looking at the 2" piece of armor
God wants us to wear to protect our faith in Christ. Tonight, we look at the Breastplate of
Righteousness. This piece of armor was used by warriors to protect the vulnerable areas of the
lungs and the heart. If you can’t breathe and your heart is not working your whole body dies.
The power of Christ’s righteousness protects our heart in Jesus and breathing in His Word.
Tonight's mediation will show you how this is done.

PRELUDE

WELCOME - WORSHIP THEME - GREETING PEOPLE IN THE NAME OF THE LORD
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Bible Verse of the Month: Hebrews 3:6 NIV:

P: “Christ is faithful as a son over God's house.

C: And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.”
P: God prepare you here in His House with courage and hope in Jesus as you worship Him.

(Lighting of the candles...) Adapted from the Compline liturgy from Lutheran Service Book

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at last.
C: Amen.

P: It is good to give thanks to the Lord.

C: To sing praise to Your Name, O Most High.

P: To herald Your love in the morning.

C: Your Truth at the close of the day.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: O Holy and gracious God

C: I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin | know---the thoughts
and words and deeds of which | am ashamed---but some is known only to You. In the
Name of Jesus, | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that | may rest in peace.

P: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ and in Him we, you, are forgiven. We
rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him.

C: Amen.

HYMN OF THE NIGHT: “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”......RED 371 verses 1-4 (for
the Notes)

1. Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
‘Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

2. Bold shall I stand in that great Day,
For who ought to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these | am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.



3. The holy, meek, unspotted Lamb,
Who from the Father's bosom came,
Who died for me, e'en me t'atone,
Now for my Lord and God | own.

4. Lord, | believe Thy precious blood,
Which at the mercy seat of God
Forever doth for sinners plead,

For me--e'en for my soul--was shed.

(Congregation may be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING #1.....cccccivuiimuiimncrnncrnncenncennnne. Ephesians 6:10-20 ESV

% Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. ' Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. > For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly

places. " Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. ™ Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, "> and, as shoes for your feet, having
put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. ®In all circumstances take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; ' and take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, '8 praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance,

making supplication for all the saints, ' and also for me, that words may be given to me in
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, % for which | am an
ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

SCRIPTURE READING #2.....cceuieuiruireienrreniencenennene Romans 3:21-28 ESV

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law
and the Prophets bear witness to it— 2? the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 2*for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, 2*and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ

Jesus, 2 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was
to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former



sins. 2% It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

2 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works?
No, but by the law of faith. 2 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the
law.

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, | commend my spirit.

C: Into Your Hand, O Lord, | commend my spirit.

P: You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.

C: Into Your hands, | commend my spirit.

P: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
C: Into Your hands, | commend my spirit.

SERMON MEDITATION: “Hope After the Floods of Life” Text: Genesis 8-9:3

OFFERING: Please put your offering in the plates at the entrance. Thank you for your
support.

OFFERTORY - “Create in Me” LSB 956
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TAKING OF PRAYER REQUESTS
(At the end of each prayer petition)

P: Hear my prayer, O Lord
C: Listen to my cry.

(At the conclusion of the prayers, if you are able, please stand)

P: Keep me as the apple of Your eye;

C: Hide me in the shadow of Your wings

P: In righteousness | shall see You;

C: When | awake, Your presence will give me joy.

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from Evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Now that we better appreciate God's everlasting blessings, here are some
suggestions for ways we can show that thanksgiving through service and participating in our
congregation.

(If you are able, please stand)

THE BENEDICTION (God'’s goodbye, God be with you, blessing)

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep
you.

C: Amen.



SENDING HYMN... “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” RED 371 verses 5-7 (For the
Notes) (As the candles are extinguished, the acolyte/elder lights the taper from one of the candles
to symbolize the light of Christ going with us as we leave to live our vocations in life, taking
Christ’s love out into the world. Please follow the light as he/she recesses.)

5. Lord, | believe were sinners more
Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid,
For all a full atonement made.

6. When from the dust of death | rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
E'en then this shall be all my plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

7. Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

P: With the light of Christ inside in you, go in peace, Protecting your faith with Christ’s
righteousness, living a courageous faith as a witness to others.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Today’'s hymns used by permission of CCLI License # 11015399
ESV: English Standard Version

LSB: Lutheran Service Book

RED: The Lutheran Hymnal.

BROWN: The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration

If you don't carry much cash or write many checks then

c Givelify is the perfect and easy way to give your offerings
to Messiah. Simply download the app at the Google Play
Store or Apple App Store. It is safe and secure. If you need

® ®
glvellfg help setting up the app, please contact Jim Shellenberger

at (815) 275-2081.




Attendance:
e Sunday School: Sunday, March 2: 14 (10 children and 4 teachers)
e Adult Bible Study: Tuesday, March 4: 35 (15 in-person and 20 phone/zoom)
e Worship: Sunday, March 2 —9am: 69 11am: 15 Ash Wed 6am and 7pm: 67
= Total Net Attendance: 125

On-Line Streaming:
e Sunday, March 2: 25 devices watching LIVE on our Facebook Page and YouTube Channel
o Facebook Total Views: 250
o YouTube Total Views: 45

General Operating Offerings Needed Per Month: $17,867
Month-To-Date Plate Offering:  $ 6,925
Month-To-Date Givelify: + $ 1,060

General Operating Offerings received for March (1 of 5 weeks) $ 7,985

General Operating Offerings still needed to pay February bills $ 9,882

We give praise You, O Lord, for the gifts we have received;
Please, help us receive more for Your glory. Amen.

Adult Bible Study: Tuesdays from 1-2pm. Back to the Beginning — An In-Depth Look at the
Book of Genesis. We are currently exploring Noah and the Ark narrative in-depth and see it was
a real event not a myth as some profess. How does the Tower of Babel account still affect our
world today? How is Abraham still relevant to our faith? Please join us in-person in the
Fellowship Hall. If you are unable to join us in-person, you can participate through the phone
or Zoom. Please contact Pastor Dan at 314-775-7371.

A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®

Connecting faith & finances for good.™
Attention Thrivent Members: Choice dollars are charitable grants to support congregations
like Messiah without costing you any money. If you have certain life insurance or financial
products with Thrivent you may be able to designate your Choice Dollars to support the ministry
work here at Messiah. Please see Pastor Dan for details. You have until March 31 to designate
your 2024 Choice Dollars.




Thursday 3:30-5:30pm |Food Pantry Open
Friday 5-7pm Fish Fry Dinners — Fellowship Hall
Saturday 9am Messiah Choir Practice
9am-1pm Food Pantry at Winter Farmer’'s Market
Sunday 9am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion
10am Sunday School and Fellowship
11am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion Sunday School
Ringing Bells

Youth Envelope Fundraiser

Need a babysitter? Yard work done? Someone to help you organize or clean out your garage? The
youth group might be able to help.

We are close to reaching our goal to fund the youth and leaders attending the National Youth
Gathering this summer, but we still need your help! For our final big fundraiser before the trip,
our youth and leaders are offering their services to 7 lucky participants that purchase an
envelope from now through Sunday March 23rd. Each winner will get a youth group helper for
no more than 3 hours with a task of the winner’s choosing, but the task cannot be too risky.
Here's how the fundraiser works! There is a bulletin board out in the Narthex with 100 envelopes
on it labeled 1 to 100. The number on each envelope is how much you pay to purchase it. (Ex: If
you pick the envelope that is labeled 54, you would need to pay $54.) Each envelope will have
drawing tickets in it, but the higher the number on the envelope is, the more tickets there are in
it. There will be instructions next to the board that tell you what to do with the envelope and the
tickets. We will be doing the drawing after the congregational meeting on March 23rd, and there
will be 7 different winners chosen. It could be you, so stop by and purchase an envelope today
to help our youth group!

Samantha Anderson
(Youth Leader)



Messiah Food Pantry at Winter Farmer’s Market: THIS Saturday, March 15 from 9am to Noon.
Serving soup and fruit parfait. Enjoy puppet shows done each hour by Pastor Dan and Audrey
Veale. Games and ballons for everyone. We will be at 557 East Grand Ave in Downtown Beloit.

Upcoming Events at Messiah

e Food Pantry open the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from 3:30-5:30pm

o Wednesday Lenten Suppers and Services — Through April 9. 5:45pm Dinner and 7pm
Service.

e Friday Fish Fry Dinners: 5-7pm through April 11

e Thursday, March 20 at 5:30pm: Ladies Bible Study Class (LBSC) downstairs Conference
Room

e Thursday, March 20 at 6pm: Forward Planning Committee — Upstairs Conference Room

e Thursday, March 27 at 6pm: Stewardship Committee Meeting - Upstairs Conference
Room

e Sunday, March 23: Congregational Meeting after 9am service. NO 11am service.

e Sunday, April 6 at 9am: Baptism of Isaac McCannon

e Tuesday, April 8 at 7pm: Parish Planning Meeting

e Saturday, April 12 at 10am: Baptism of Remiel Duran

e Palm Sunday, April 13 and 16

e Maundy Thursday, April 17 at 7pm

e Good Friday Tre Ore at Messiah from Noon to 3pm along with a nighttime service at
7pm

e Easter Sunday services, April 20 & 23 at 9am and 11am and Wed at 7pm

o Easter Breakfast: 9:45-11:15am on Sunday

e Wednesday, April 30 from 9am to 1pm: LWML Zone 20 Rally at Our Redeemer in
Delevan: Pastor Dan will be leading Bible Study on Judges 4 and Debroah: Woman
of Faith with Great Courage.

e Sunday, May 4: Sunday School Servant Sunday

e Sunday, May 11: Special Mother’s Day Services at 9am and 11am with Brunch at 10am

e Sunday, May 18 at 9am: Confirmation Service

e Monday — Tuesday, June 9-10: South Wisconsin District Convention in Milwaukee

e Sunday, June 15: Special Father’s Services at 9am and 11am and Grill Out at 10am

e Sunday, June 22 at 9am and 11am service and during Fellowship: Rev Dan Schmelzer
from Capstone Ministries in Kenya. Dessert auction and door offering

e Sunday, July 13 at 11am: Blessing the youth before they leave for the National Youth
Gathering

e Wednesday, July 16: Youth leave for National Youth Gathering which is July 19-23 in
New Orleans

10



Friday Fish Fry

Messiah Lutheran Church

MarCh 7_Aprll 11 Menu includes:
5:00 P.M.-7:00 P.1M. Fish, Cheesy

Potatoes,
Vegetable,
Dessert, and
Drink

gﬂg

Messiah Lutheran

Church *Take out orders:

Free will offering*  s7amea
Raffle Baskets & Gift Card Drawings

Wednesday Midweek Lenten
Fellowship Supper

Wednesday, March 19 from 5:45-6:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall. Hosted by Stewardship Committee and Sharon
Dwyer, and Eddie Underwager

Menu:

Scalloped Potatoes and Ham
Green Beans

Corn

Bread

Chips

Cherry Cheesecake

Brownies

Beverages
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Messiah Lutheran Church

1531 Townline Avenue, Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 Phone: 608-365-3794
Website: micbeloit.com - Facebook: “Messiah Lutheran Church-Beloit, WI”
YouTube Channel: Messiah Lutheran Beloit
Prayer Line: 608-365-4724

Office Administrator: Teresa Behl
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-Noon
Office Email: messiahlutheransecretary@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: dan.eddy@verizon.net

Welcome

To our friends who know us, we renew our welcome. To our first-time guests and visitors, we extend our
sincere greeting. To those who seek a church home, we invite you to our fellowship. Messiah has existed
since 1959 to receive God’s forgiveness, life and salvation in Christ Jesus through Word and Sacrament
and to share the good news that God’s Son, Jesus Christ, lives, died, and rose for all.

Divine Worship Schedule

Sundays with Holy Communion - 9:00 AM and 11AM
Midweek Lenten Wednesdays — 7:00 PM

Leadership
Rev. Daniel Eddy Pastor 314.775.7371
Jared McCannon President 815-973-8798
Bill Swanson Vice-President 608-295-1829
Merri Boos Treasurer 815-703-0990

Zach Anderson
Ruth Komprood
Susan Bukove
Cheryl Sennett
Samantha Anderson
Rebecca Baumann
Eldon Kolander
Sandi McDearmon
Vickie Dansbury
James Shellenberger

Jean Behl
Terry Zimmerman

Lay Elder-Deacons
Co-Chair Evangelism
Co-Chair Evangelism
Christian Education

Young People
Stewardship
Properties
Co-Chair Fellowship
Co-Chair Fellowship
Public Relations
Council Secretary

LWML President
Altar Guild

608-207-0509
608.751.8061
608.481.4290
608.289.2686
608.312.6683
608.921.7677
815-298-9739
608-774-7759
608-750-0550
815-275-2081

608-362-3868
608-751-8334

Messiah is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod.

12


mailto:dan.eddy@verizon.net
tel:314-775-7371

