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GREETINGS FROM PASTOR DAN
There’s Something Different about the Birth of a Child

The birth of a child is very special. We have had a few families in our
congregation identify with that statement with recent births. New life
breathes optimism into our days.

A new human life created in God’s image is a reminder of how great our
Lord is. The joy spreads beyond the mother, having endured all those
birth pains. The birth of a child is better than a proud father handing
out cigars (if that is still done.) It goes beyond children excitedly
exploring their new sibling, and grandparents seeing the next
generation of their families. The birth of a new child spreads through
workplaces and churches, where people stop from their busy schedules
excited for the child and the family.

There is just something about new life that gets us to pause, reflect, and

perhaps change what might be otherwise a cynical view of the future. For'to us a child Is born,

to us a son is given;
and the government shall be
upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.

The birth of a new child can be an unexpected gift to many.

That’s what the birth of Jesus Christ did over 2000 years ago. Despite
its humbling and less than sanitary conditions, the beginning of the Son
of God in the flesh affected more than his mother and father. It went
beyond shepherds freaked out when military angels sang about the
glory of God. This child being born from a virgin brought more than
optimism to our days. Jesus provides hope to our lives. The Savior of

mankind redefined not only hope, but peace, joy, and love. isalah 9:6 ESV

This child would grow up with God’s promise to change the world unlike
any human before Him or after Him. This child would bring salvation to C
the world casting light into our darkness, bringing us immortality, and e .
empowering us with His forgiveness. glveh'fg

Now there is another way you can
He is the gift we could never give ourselves. He is more precious than support Messiah Lutheran Church and

ission t d the Gospel.
any present under the tree. e G R S
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parents. Jesus never did that for his mom. Even in His darkest hours .

Continued on pg. 2



There’s Something Different about the Birth of a Child from Pg. 1

Mary never felt shame for something her son did. Jesus showed her and us there is no disgrace when we trust
Him from the faith He gave us, only His grace.

So, this Christmas when you are unwrapping your presents, eating your favorite cookies, drinking your favorite
beverage, and being around friends and family, remember those are not what makes Christmas special. It is the
birth of the child whose start as a human in this world changes us, preparing us with faith for a world without
end where someday every day will be Christmas.

In the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love of our Savior,

Pastor Dan

Calendar of Events

» December 9, 2024 (Monday, 7 PM) - Confirmation Downstairs Conference Room

* December 9, 2024 (Monday) - Giving Tree — Tags all being taken and gifts brought back

* December 10, 2024 (Tuesday, 7 PM) - Dartball in Fellowship Hall

¢ December 10, 2024 (Tuesday, 7 PM) - Parish Planning Council Meeting downstairs Conference Room

* December 11, 2024 (Wednesday, 5:30 PM) - Midweek Advent Supper in Fellowship Hall

* Hosted by Stewardship Committee Menu:BBQ, Taco Dip, Chips, Potato Salad, Fruit Salad, Dessert:
Brownies, Cupcakes, Pie, and Cake, Water and Coffee

* December 11, 2024 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Midweek Advent Worship Theme: This year’s Midweek Advent
theme is a topic relevant to all of our lives: Enduring the Flood Here we study how to seek the Lord’s
protection so we can survive, learning how to experience His joy in the midst of turmoil.

* December 12,2024 (Thursday, 3:30 PM - 5:30 PM) - Food Pantry Open

e December 12, 2024 (Thursday, 6 PM) - PR Committee Meeting — Upstairs Conference Room

* December 14, 2024 (Saturday, 9 AM) - Messiah’s Choir Practice in Sanctuary

* December 14, 2024 (Saturday, 9 AM) - Men’s Group Bible Study downstairs Conference Room

* December 15, 2024 (Sunday, 9 AM only) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

* December 15,2024 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Congregational Meeting in Fellowship Hall

* December 15, 2024 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Fellowship in Fellowship Hall

* December 15, 2024 (Sunday, 11 AM) - No 11 AM Service

e December 18, 2024 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Midweek Advent Services with Supper beforehand. Theme:
Learning from Noah and the Flood

* After the Flood - Here we will meditate on the Lord’s promises for life and restoration. What does it mean
that God remembers you? And how can we live in His peace as we work to rebuild areas in our lives.

* December 19, 2024 (Thursday, 5:30 PM) - Ladies Bible Study Class (LBSC) downstairs Conference Room

* December 19, 2024 (Thursday, 6 PM - 8 PM) - Stewardship Committee Meeting

* December 22,2024 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

* December 22, 2024 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Fellowship

e December 22, 2024 (Sunday, 11 AM) - Sunday School Christmas Program

* December 24,2024 (Tuesday, 5 PM) - Christmas Eve Worship

¢ December 25,2024 (Wednesday, 10 AM) - Christmas Morning Waorship with Holy Communion

* December 25, 2024 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - NO 7 PM Evening Worship Service

¢ December 26, 2024 (Thursday, 3:30 PM - 5:30 PM) - Food Pantry NOT open

* December 29,2024 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

* December 29, 2024 (Sunday, 10 AM) - NO fellowship and NO Sunday School



Celebrate the Holidays at Messiah

« Sunday, December 22 at 9am and 11am. 4th Sunday in
Advent: Shelter in the Place of the Lord. Sunday School
Children’s program at 11am service.

e  Christmas Eve at 5pm: Crib, Cross, Crypt. The manger is
more than a place that the Christ child was placed. Itis a
powerful reminder of the role our Savior plays in bringing
hope, peace, joy and love to the world, today. No
Communion but don’t forget to bring your family
candle to put on the altar. We sing will Silent Night with
individual lights.

e Christmas Day Worship at 10am: From Creator to
Created. The Lord’s role in being both provides us with
someone who can empathize and sympathize with our
struggles today in order to help us see the Light of Christ.
Holy Communion will be served.

e  Wednesdays, December 25 and January 1: NO 7pm
services. Wednesday services return January 8 at 7pm.

e Sunday, December 29. 10am service only with Holy
Communion. No Sunday School and no Fellowship.
Normal 9am and 11am services, fellowship, and Sunday
School return Sunday, January 5.

Please join us for all these services to be properly blessed by
our Savior so you can have a joy filled holiday season.

Givirg Tyee !
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This year, 30 tags were
taken from Messiah’s
Giving Tree. Gifts were
given to the children of
clients at Defy, a local
shelter addressing
domestic violence issues.
Thank you to everyone
helping to provide joy this
Christmas season. Also,
much appreciation for
Messiah members donating
non-perishable food and
goods to the shelter.
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December Birthdays

John Cleveland
Cerissa Cleveland
David Erickson
Kathy Baumann
Isaac McCannon
Bradley Burrows
Rhett Foerster
Kyle Fourtounis
Noelle Swanson
Bob Altenberg
Jackie Thompson
Karen Battist
Christine Erickson
Tom Martin

Gail Peterson
Virginia Cook
Randy Cleveland
Devin Hessler
Craig Redding
Olivia Shellenberger
Elaine Guetschow
Cathy Melby

Dan Vojszynski
Lilly Kramer

Bill Swanson
Zachary Collins
Georgia Laidig
Kathy Lynch
Jacob Teague
Beth Thompson
Vickie Berryman
Crystal Eddy
Mary Knueppel
Ryan Sennett
Sue Luethy

Chad Kroning
Tanya Wells

Gary Melby
Elaine Stageman
Collin Beighley
Sanci Foerster
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12/18
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/23
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12/25
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/28
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12/30
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/31
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December Anniversaries Q@)

Ken & Nettie Strand 12/1/2007
Kevin & Patty Divine 12/26/1983
Mike & Linda Stocker 12/27/1969

~ PecanBalls

Ingredients:
1"cup Butter (room
temperature .

2 tsp. Vanilla

1/3 cup Sugar

2 tsp Water

2 cups Flour

1 cup Pecans (finely

chopped)

Colored Sugars

Directions: v ®

e Combine Butter, Vanilla, Sugar, and Water -

e Slowly fold in Flour and add Chopped
Pecans

e Refrigerate dough for at least 1-2 hours

e Preheat oven to 325°

* Roll dough into 1inch balls and coat (roll
around) in Colored Sugar
Bake for 20 minutes or until firm

A note from Jim and Susie Waters:

We would like to invite all boards and church
members to be a part of our church
newsletter. If you know of upcoming events,
have inspirational quotes, great recipes for
the upcoming month, or have any other
church or community news that you think
would fit well with our congregation, please

i "y let us know by email
(Messiahlutherannewsletter@gmail.com), and
we will do our very best to get your news
3 entered in as soon as possible.

" L »—1"‘1 ! Thankyou and God's blessings to
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Messiodn Lutheran Clhvureiv
Food Pantry

| Our Food Pantry is located at 1531 Townline Ave, and is
open on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month
from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm
for all residents of the Greater Beloit Area!

Saturday, November 23, over 750 non-perishable food items and other goods were donated to our Food
Pantry between 10am and 4pm. The community was made aware of the event through Facebook, radio, and
newspaper thanks to the PR efforts of Berta Eddy.

Additionally, South Beloit schools did a food drive and donated items as well. Thanks to Richard Borre for
his help here. Also, our sister congregations of St. John’s and Trinty have supported the Pantry with non-

perishable and cash donations.

Costs are increasing for obtaining food through the Pantry’s vendors, and selection is becoming more
limited. Also, the Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele due to the effects of inflation.

Thank you to all who donated. They went along ways to filling the shelves. Praise be to God for all the ways
He has blessed Messiah’s Food Pantry.

v ]




Clean P Day/

A special thank you to
those who were able to
donate time on Saturday
November 16 to help clean
and beautify the church for
upcoming activities and the
Holidays. As an example,
pictured here is Cheryl
Sennett who deep cleaned
the ovens in the kitchen.
Approximately 10
members and nonmembers
participated. Your efforts
are so appreciated. Special
cleaning and task support
is ALWAYS appreciated.
See Teresa for suggestions
of small cleaning tasks if
this might interest you. The
Properties Board thanks all
who helped.

Holy

- Baptism
— P
|

On Sunday, December 8, Eva Amy Lehner was welcomed into the
Kingdom of God through the Rite of Holy Baptism. She became a
child of God during the 9am service. Her parents are Marc and
Amy Lehner and her sponsors were Joe Spielman, Tommy
Spielman, and Mitchell Lehner. Eva was one of two children
baptized on Sunday, December 8. Lilly Lynn Kramer was baptized
at the 11am service. Here she pictured with parents Ashley
Stocker and Jeremiah Kramer. Her sponsors were Mark and Merri
Boos. Praise the Lord for two more people added to the Book of
Life in Heaven.




Our Messiah Choir is back-in-action
preparing for Christmas with a new
member, Kathy Murray who has rejoined
our church after 22 years being away
from Beloit. The other members are
director Debbie Drost along with Sandi
McDearmon, Sue Kolander, Joel Steinke,
Carol Wilkins, Cindy Zimmerman, Susan
Bukove, and Vicky Kreyer. More voices
are needed to make a joyful noise to the
Lord. If you are interested, please
contact Debbie Drost at 608-322-7253.
No experience necessary, just a
willingness to learn and sing.

’03» —— e
New Roof!
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In early November, a new metal roof was
placed on our storage garage at Messiah.
This was possible thanks to a generous
donation from members Paul and Jan
Britton. Praise the Lord for their efforts.



For the first time, Messiah hosted an
Arts and Crafts Fair on Saturday,
November 9 from 10am to 2pm in

our Fellowship Hall. Over 30 vendors

were involved along with Messiah’s

Evangelism Committee selling food

for the occasion. It was a great way to
establish contact with people who
had not been previously involved with
any cvent at Messiah. Proceeds from
the Fair will help with future outreach
and mission efforts.




‘Wﬁ Chdti Cook OfF7

Over 20 Messiah members and friends
participated in this year’s Chili Cookoff
on Saturday, December 7 in our
Fellowship Hall. Nine people entered
their Chili, which were sampled by all
who attended. Diners were encouraged
to place their votes.

Some participants stayed afterwards to
engage in an exciting Euchre
Tournament. Thank you to all chili
cookers, participants and to Cindy and
Terry Zimmerman for organizing and
hosting.

Here were the winners:

- Overall Best Chili: Lisa Barrett

- Hottest: Zach and Sam Anderson

- Most Original: Leslie Kurth

- Best Chilidog Chili: Vickie Dansbury
- Best Display: Chrissy Behl
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ASCHOOUSTUDENTS:!

OURISUNDE

Students studied the Lord's Supper. Jesus
sends Peter and John to prepare the
Passover for Himself and the others.

During the meal, Jesus institutes
what we now call the Lord’s Supper.
Through the bread and wine, Jesus
lovingly gives them, and
us, His very body and blood.

We also made turkeys from gourds left
over from the pumpkin patch for the shut-

10



11



