.
How‘!\lell Do You

Know Him?

+ The Nativity of our Lord +
Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25, 2024

Messiah Lutheran

1531 Townline Ave. Beloit, Wl

Welcome! We are glad you are worshipping the Lord with us today!



Christmas Day Morning Divine Worship
The Nativity of our Lord December 25, 2024

Jesus Knows You Well!
How Well Do You Know Him?

FROM THE LAY ELDER-DEACONS: Welcome to Messiah. We want to make sure your worship
experience goes well. So just as a reminder, please turn cellphone ringers off during worship.
Please remove hats, no earbuds, no gaming, no texting, and no social media. If you need to use
your phone or have a conversation with someone, please excuse yourself from the sanctuary.
Thank you.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Live audio of the worship service is available in the room that is just
off the Narthex in the back of the sanctuary. This room has a bathroom and is a safe place for
anxious children (or adults) to go and still be a part of the worship service.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: (Please pray silently) O Heavenly Father, Your Son tells us that the
worship of You is done in Truth and in Spirit. Bless our time together that the truth of Your Love
will be revealed through the Holy Spirit. Thank You that we can worship together in one sanctuary.
Let us leave here today filled with strengthened faith, and zeal to love others. In Jesus’ Name, |
pray. Amen.

OFFERING: Please put your offering in the plates at the entrance. Thank you for your
support.

LITURGICAL SEASON: Christmas is the time of the liturgical year we celebrate the Son of God
born incarnate as the only sinless human, Jesus Christ. The white paraments and stole signify the
holiness of Jesus and how we are given His holiness by faith through His forgiveness.

WORSHIP THEME: This morning'’s Scripture readings point out how Christ is both our Creator
and the created in the flesh of Jesus. His birth fulfills the Word of God in physical form, showing
its power to create faith and convert hearts. As a result, He knows you well as both the One who
created you in His Image and recreated you in Baptism. Therefore, He can identify with you as a
human being with the struggles you face. Today, may the Lord as your Creator and Jesus as the
created assure your heart that He knows you better than you know yourself, wants you to know
Him better, and desires what is best for you.




PRELUDE
WELCOME - WORSHIP THEME - GREET EACH OTHER IN THE NAME OF THE LORD
(If you are able, please stand)

Bible Verse of the Month: Psalm 25:1 ESV

P: “To you, O Lord, | lift up my soul.

C: O my God, in you | trust;”

P: God bless you with an uplifted faith, trusting more in the Lord as you worship Him.

HYMN OF INVOCATION..... “0O Come, All Ye Faithful”...... LSB 379

(Please turn and face the back of the sanctuary and follow the acolyte/elder carrying the flame,
symbolizing the light of Christ. The lighting of the candles symbolizes the special presence of Christ in
worship)

1. O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels;

Refrain:

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

2. Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing!

3. Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: [Refrain]



4. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]

Refrain:

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

THE INVOCATION (in the Invocation, the Holy Spirit moves us to call on the Lord'’s presence by identifying each
person of the God head. This Invocation reminds us of the Name of the God by whom we are baptized.)

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
P: O Lord, You are the true light that came into the world, born in the flesh as Jesus.
C: Your Word shines its light into the dark areas of my life to show me my sins.

(Silence to meditate on the sins you have not brought before the Lord)

P: O God, Your light shows us Your glory so we can see Your truth.

C: Your truth shows me that there are sins | have not brought to You. So | confess them
now: sins of thoughts, words, and deeds. Darkness where | have done wrong and failed to
show Your light. Fill me again with Your forgiveness and love, so | can live with You as the
Word in my heart. Amen.

HOLY ABSOLUTION

P: The Lord God has heard your words. Now hear His Word full of His grace for you. God has
called and ordained me as one of His servants of the Word to speak on His behalf these words
of forgiveness for you. If you, as His baptized child, have spoken the truth of your sins then by
the authority Jesus gives His Church, | forgive you completely of all of your sins in the Name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. Thank You, O Lord, for shining Your true Light of love in my life.



HYMN OF PRAISE: “The First Noel” BROWN 136 Verses 1, 2 and 6 (For the Notes)
(Thanking the Lord for forgiving our sins and renewing our faith)

1. The first Noel, the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

2. They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night. [Refrain]

6. Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heav'nly Lord,
That hath made heav'n and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought. [Refrain]

PRAYER FOR THE DAY/THE COLLECT

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray: (A Moment of silence to reflect on the worship theme) O Christ Jesus, You are
unique being both our Creator and also one created in the flesh. It is a demonstration of the
power of Your Word to create and recreate, and for You living perfectly incarnate as one of us,
beginning with Your birth through the virgin Mary at Bethlehem. This morning, instill in us the
assurance that You know us better than we know ourselves. Please create in us an increased
desire for us to know You better so we can trust the certainty of Your power and the holiness of
Your will. We pray this Your Name as the Son of the Father as You live and reign with Him, and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated.)



SERVICE OF THE WORD

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING.........cccceeuieierncrecencrecencecennnns Psalm 110:1-4 ESV
The Psalmist predicts the birth of the Messiah and one the bloodlines from which He shall come.

'The Lord says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
2The Lord sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
3Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power,
in holy garments;
from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth will be yours.
4 The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE READING................... Hebrews 1: 1-12 ESV
In this proclamation first given to the early Church’s Jewish converts, the writer, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, makes it clear that Jesus is God in the flesh.

' Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all

things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

> For to which of the angels did God ever say,
"You are my Son,
today | have begotten you"?
Or again,
“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son"?



® And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God's angels worship him.”

" Of the angels he says,
"He makes his angels winds,
and his ministers a flame of fire.”
8 But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.
?You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
10 And,
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
" they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment,
12 |ike a robe you will roll them up,
like a garment they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will have no end.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Did You Hear the Story?” Messiah’s Choir

(If you are able, please stand)

THE GOSPEL READING.......ccceeenenreeneereeenrerececesecncenns John 1:1-18 ESV
P: The Holy Gospel according to the Apostle, St. John, the 1st Chapter,
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ? He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. ® The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light.



9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. '® He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 1 He came to his

own, and his own people did not receive him. 2 But to all who did receive him, who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out,
“This was he of whom | said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before
me."") 18 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 7 For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ' No one has ever seen God; the
only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated.)

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”...... LSB 359
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THE SERMON: “Jesus knows you well! How well do you know Him?”
Texts: Hebrews 1:1-12 and John 1:1-18
(If you are able, please stand)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED for Christmastime
| believe in God the Father Almighty maker of heaven and earth, who sent His Son as my
Savior on Christmas Day.

| believe in Jesus Christ. His Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshipped by the shepherds, adored by the
wise men, who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, to free us from sin, death, and the
power of the devil.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas, and by
whose continuous work in my heart - | am ever led to lay before the feet of Christ, the
treasures of my love, and live under Him as my King, both now and evermore. Amen.

(Please be seated)

OFFERTORY....Berta Eddy Solo

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT - HOLY COMMUNION

We believe that in Holy Communion God comes to us with forgiveness through tangible means.
Because the gospel has convinced us that Jesus' body and blood are present in his Supper to bring
forgiveness of sins received through faith and that receiving the sacrament together is a public
statement of unity in our beliefs, if you are not a member of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod
or one of her sister church bodies, we ask our guests to speak with the pastor before communing.
We don't want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our
beliefs before we have had an opportunity to explain them.

For those who cannot tolerate alcohol of any kind, the center glass in the individual cup trays and
the glasses surrounding it contain grape juice with a few drops of wine added to it.
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(If you are able, please stand)

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (If it helps to better meditate while praying, please sit)

P: Enlightening Lord, show us Your salvation.

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs. Delight Your Church in Word and Sacrament. Encourage pastors and church workers as
they lead Your flock. Enlightening Lord, show us Your salvation.

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.

P: Gladden the hearts of children and parents. Bless little ones as they grow and teach them
willing obedience. Make our homes seedbeds which encourage intimacy with Christ among
tight-knit family members. Strengthen and guide our Sunday school, Bible studies, day schools,
higher learning and indeed all Christian education programs as they work to be places where
growth and development in close relationships with Jesus and among learners occur.
Enlightening Lord, show us Your salvation,

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.

P: Strengthen the leaders of nations who care for the good of all humans everywhere. Support
negotiations for understanding and an end to conflict around the globe. Protect Christians
where they are being attacked and killed. In the New Year, please bring peace among the
nations. Care for those of our Armed Forces deployed far from home and see to the safety of
their families. Provide help and resources to people everywhere who suffer from the calamities
of inclement weather, climate shifts, and natural disasters. Protect travelers and those who must
battle the winter weather, especially the ones who go out to help others. Enlightening Lord,
show us Your salvation,

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.

P: Cheer and encourage the sad and the sick, especially those we name in our hearts ¢ « « «
Enlightening Lord, show us Your salvation,

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.

P: Comfort and strengthen those who mourn, that they may grow in their conviction that Heaven
is home for their loved ones and for all of us who watch the passing of years in this world with
its sorrow and loss. Enlightening Lord, show us Your salvation,

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.

P: We give You thanks for all the blessings of the year past. We thank You especially for the gift
of marriage and families as we express appreciation for the wedding anniversaries of those
married around this time. Continue to prosper each holy union and strengthen bonds of fidelity.
Grant us all a glad and holy New Year in Your presence as we enter 2025 and find Your Holy
Spirit forgiving and leading us every day in the way of true holiness provided by Jesus our
Savior. Enlightening Lord, show us Your salvation,

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.
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P: Brighten our lives with Your promises. And since our eyes have seen Your salvation, according
to Your will dismiss Your servants in peace. Enlightening Lord, show us Your salvation,

C: And make us lights that reveal Your glory.

P: Into Your Hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (to the tune of Away in the Manger...LSB 364)
Our Father in Heaven, all praise to Your name!

Your Kingdom among us, Your will done the same

By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone;

Oh, hear us and bless us from heavn’s high throne.

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day;
As we forgive others, our sins take away;

In times of temptation, to lead us be near;

From evil deliver Your children most dear.

For Yours is the Kingdom, o’er all things your reign.
And Yours is the power; all things You maintain.

To You be the glory, resounding again

From all of creation, forever! Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION (The Word of our Lord proclaimed to bless the bread and the cup
on the Consecration Table to also now be His body and blood. Please look up to witness this
wonderful consecration.)

P: For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes again.

PAX DOMINI (Latin for the “Peace of the Lord")
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

(Please sit)

DISTRIBUTION and DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:
Berta Eddy solo
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”.....BROWN 143
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AFTER COMMUNION PRAYER: (Please pray silently after receiving The Lord’s Supper)
Almighty God, | thank You for feeding me this life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, in order to preserve my forgiveness and salvation from You. Send Your Holy Spirit to
help me live, by not sinning, and by serving You through helping others with my thoughts, words,
and deeds. | pray this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Now that we better appreciate God'’s everlasting blessings, here are some
suggestions for ways we can show that thanksgiving through service and participating in our
congregation.

(If you are able, please stand)

THE NUNC DIMITTIS
Sung to the tune “From Heaven Above” (LSB 358)

Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure
And steadfast love fore’er endure!

Our eyes have seen, our ears have heard,
And we have tasted of His Word.

As His own servants we depart
With His salvation in our heart.
His saving power He has made known;
His love through all the earth is shown.

Lord, let us show the world Your light;
Let us declare Your glory bright,
Proclaim Your death until You come
To take Your ransomed servants home.

Glory to God, the Father, Son,

And Holy Spirit, Three in One!

Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure
And steadfast love fore’er endure!

THE BENEDICTION (Tune: "Adeste Fideles") (to the Tune of O Come all Ye Faithful)
Pastor: The Lord bless and keep you, Look with love upon you.
Be gracious and cause His face to shine with peace!

People: Glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Savior close beside us, God's love from
harm to hide us. The Spirit's pow'r to guide us evermore!
12



Pastor: Amen.

SENDING HYMN.... “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380

(As the candles are extinguished, the acolyte/elder lights the taper from one of the candles to symbolize the light of
Christ going with us as we leave to live our vocations in life, taking Christ’s love out into the world. Please follow the
light as it recesses.)
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

P: Go in peace, with the Light of Christ, empowering you to go out and love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Today’'s hymns used by permission of CCLI License # 11015399
NIV: New International Version
ESV: English Standard Version
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LSB: Lutheran Service Book
BROWN: The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration
RED: The Lutheran Hymnal

On-Line Streaming:
e Sunday, December 22 at 9am: 13 devices watching LIVE at 9am on our Facebook Page
o Facebook Total Views: 210
o YouTube Total Views: 30

Attendance:
e Sunday School (12-22): 18 (14 Students and 4 Teachers/helpers)
¢ Worship: Sunday, Dec 22 — 9am: 61; 11am: 52
= Net Attendance: 111

General Operating Offerings Needed Per Month: $16,289
Month-To-Date Plate Offering: $18,842
Month-To-Date Givelify: +$ 1,500

General Operating Offerings received for December (4 of 5 weeks) $20,342
General Operating Offerings still needed to pay December bills $ 0

We give praise You, O Lord, for the gifts we have received;
Please, help us receive more for Your glory. Amen.

If you don't carry much cash or write many checks then
c Givelify is the perfect and easy way to give your offerings
to Messiah. Simply download the app at the Google Play
Store or Apple App Store. It is safe and secure. If you need

® )
glvellfg help setting up the app, please contact Jim Shellenberger

at (815) 275-2081.

Servants helping with Worship: Organists: Sue Kolander and Mary Lou Benz Keyboard
Operators: Virginia Cook, Teresa Behl, Alejandro Reid, and Carter Stocker Communion
Assistants/Ushers: Karl Wetzel, Zach Anderson, Adrean Avery, Mark Boos, Jeff Sennett, Bob
Altenberg, John Helms, Jim Waters, Eddie Underwager, and Larry Wilkins Cantors: Debbie Drost
and Joel Steinke Streaming Crew: Garrett Cook, Joe Goff, Joe Laidig, and Virginia Cook.
Production Assistant: Chuck Baumann Acolytes: Audrey Veale, Aiden Berrier, Miley Berrier,
Kendall Shellenberger, Amy Kreyer, Carter Stocker, and Madi Shellenberger. Fellowship: Cindy
Zimmerman, Beth Thompson, Ruth Komprood, Sandi McDearmon, Sue Kolander, Vickie
Dansbury, Jean Behl, Teresa Behl, and Chrissy Behl. Altar Guild: Karen Battist and Terry
Zimmerman
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HELP WANTED: Messiah’s PR Committee is looking for a photographer to take pictures of
members for the upcoming Pictorial Directory. If you are interested call/text PR Committee Chair
James Shellenberger at 815-275-2081.

Pastor Dan will be on a much-needed vacation starting December 26 and going
through January 8. He will return to work on Thursday, January 9. If you need
immediate pastoral care please call Rev Gene Dassow at 608-481-1162.

Wednesday [10am Christmas Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Office closed for Christmas and no 7pm service.

Sunday 10am ONLY |Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion (No Sunday
Dec 29 School and no Fellowship)
Wednesday Happy New Year. Offices closed and no 7pm service
Jan 1
Sunday 9am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion
Jan 5

10am Fellowship and Sunday School return

11am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion

Upcoming Events at Messiah

e Wednesday, January 8 at 7pm: Regular Wednesday night worship returns.

e Thursdays, January 9 and 23: Food Pantry open from 3:30-5:30pm

e Saturday, January 11 at 9am: Men’s Group Bible Study — downstairs Conference Room

e Saturday, January 11 at 10am: New Member Class starts - upstairs Conference Room

e Tuesday, January 14 at 1pm: New Adult Bible Study begins on the Book of Genesis

e Tuesday, January 14 at 7pm: Parish Planning Council Meeting downstairs Conference
Room

e Thursday, January 16 at 5:30pm: Ladies Bible Study Class (LBSC) downstairs Conference
Room

e Thursday, January 16 at 6pm: Forward Planning Committee — Upstairs Conference Room

New Member Class Starts: Saturday, January 11 at 10am in the upstairs Conference Room. The
class is open to members and non-members as we explore the top 10 major doctrines of the
church. We will read the book ‘I Have Good News for You.” Discussion oriented and we are
ready to answer your questions about anything related to God and His Word.
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Adult Bible Study Returns: Starting Tuesday, January 14 from 1-2pm. New Bible Study: Back
to the Beginning — An In-Depth Look at the Book of Genesis. Why is the biblical account of
Creation so controversial? Explore Noah and the Ark narrative in-depth and see it was a real
event not a myth as some profess. How does the Tower of Babel account still affect our world
today. How is Abraham still relevant to our faith? Please join us in-person in the Fellowship
Hall. If you are unable to join us in-person, you can participate through the phone or Zoom.
Please contact Pastor Dan at 314-775-7371.

Offering Envelopes for 2025: Your Messiah Stewardship Committee is making changes with
offering envelopes for the coming year. In an attempt for better record keeping as well as
decreasing unclaimed envelopes, all members and regular attending visitors will receive offering
envelopes regardless of how they choose to give. Information on how to donate using Givelify
will also be on the envelope boxes this year. Please pick up your envelopes in the Narthex
starting Sunday, December 15th. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to
Rebecca Baumann at 608-921-7677. Thank you.

Messiah Lutheran Church

1531 Townline Avenue, Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 Phone: 608-365-3794
Website: mlcbeloit.com - Facebook: “Messiah Lutheran Church-Beloit, WI”
YouTube Channel: Messiah Lutheran Beloit
Prayer Line: 608-365-4724

Office Administrator: Teresa Behl
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-Noon
Office Email: messiahlutheransecretary@gmail.com
Pastor’s Email: dan.eddy@verizon.net

Divine Worship Schedule
Sundays with Holy Communion - 9:00 AM and 11AM (Starting January 5)
Wednesdays with Holy Communion — 7:00 PM (Starting January 8)
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