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Welcome! We are glad you are worshipping the Lord with us today!



Christmas Eve Divine Worship
The Nativity of our Lord December 24, 2024

Crib, Cross, Crypt:
The Complete Christmas Story for You

FROM THE LAY ELDER-DEACONS: Welcome to Messiah. We want to make sure your worship
experience goes well. So just as a reminder, please turn cellphone ringers off during worship.
Please remove hats, no earbuds, no gaming, no texting, and no social media. If you need to use
your phone or have a conversation with someone, please excuse yourself from the sanctuary.
Thank you.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Live audio of the worship service is available in the room that is just
off the Narthex in the back of the sanctuary. This room has a bathroom and is a safe place for
anxious children (or adults) to go and still be a part of the worship service.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: (Please pray silently) O Heavenly Father, Your Son tells us that the
worship of You is done in Truth and in Spirit. Bless our time together that the truth of Your Love
will be revealed through the Holy Spirit. Thank You that we can worship together in one sanctuary.
Let us leave here tonight filled with strengthened faith, and zeal to love others. In Jesus’ Name, |
pray. Amen

OFFERING: Please put your offering in the plates at the entrance. Thank you for your
support.

WORSHIP THEME: This night we celebrate God becoming flesh through the birth of our Lord
and Savior by the virgin Mary. Tonight, we look at crib, a bed He was placed in after His birth.
We meditate on how that humble beginning translated years later to the bed of death on the
Cross and His victory over death, leaving His crypt. It is the complete Christmas story for you. We
meditate on its beauty through the hope, peace, joy, and love of Jesus.

PRELUDE

WELCOME - WORSHIP THEME - GREETING PEOPLE IN THE NAME OF THE LORD

(If you are able, please stand)




Bible Verse of the Month: Psalm 25:1 ESV

P: “To you, O Lord, | lift up my soul.

C: O my God, in you | trust;”

P: God bless you with an uplifted faith, trusting more in the Lord as you worship Him.

HYMN OF INVOCATION..... “Angels We Have Heard on High"...... LSB 368

(Please turn and face the back of the sanctuary and follow the acolyte/elder carrying the flame,
symbolizing the light of Christ. The lighting of the candles symbolizes the special presence of Christ in
worship)

1. Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

3. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]

THE INVOCATION (in the Invocation, the Holy Spirit moves us to call on the Lord'’s presence by identifying each
person of the Godhead. This Invocation reminds us of the Name of the God by whom we are baptized.)

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND RECEIVING HOLY ABSOLUTION
P: O Lord, we come to You this night in humility. We are reminded that You humbly entered the
world being born into poverty. As we look at our lives, we see how sin impoverishes us.

(Silence to meditate on the sins you have not brought before the Lord)
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P: O Lord hear our prayer.

C: I confess to You that I lie in my bed of sins with my thoughts, through our words, and
by our deeds. | commit iniquities against You even in my silence of failing to do Your will.
There is so much sin in my life that there are transgressions | don’t even realize | have
committed. Please hear my prayer. Forgive my sins. Renew my faith, so | can live the
complete Christmas story for You, every day. Amen.

P: The Son of the Father took on flesh and was laid in a humble crib. Years later He fulfilled His
promise for you by being nailed to the bed of death, suffering and dying on the cross for you.
He was laid in a crypt but did not stay in His tomb for long as He arose in victory. As a result, He
offers you immortality through faith in Him, given to you in the waters of Holy Baptism. So, if
this was your sincere confession then listen carefully as God has called me, one of His ordained
servants to speak on His behalf and forgive you completely of all of your sins, in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. Now Lord, | want to live a life of gratitude, showing others Your hope, peace,
joy, and love, every day.

HYMN OF PRAISE: “Angels from the Realm of Glory”......LSB 367
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(Please be seated.)

THE LIGHTING THE FAMILY CANDLES

P: We invite one family member to bring their family candle to the altar at this time, to signify
through the Church how the Holy Spirit uses us to spread our Light of Christ to others walking in
darkness. If you do not have a candle there some you can borrow. They are located in the
Narthex. Solo Hymn of Reflection from Berta Eddy.

PRAYER FOR THE DAY/THE COLLECT

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray: (A Moment of silence to reflect on the worship theme) O heavenly Father, Your Son
left Heaven to be born as the perfect version of us. Once He was born, He was laid in manger, a
crib of humility. Tonight instill in us the full Christmas story to see how that infant bed led to His
bed of death on the Cross, rising from His crypt to bring us hope, peace, joy, and love for our
lives today. We pray this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior as You live and reign with
Him, and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore.

C: Amen.

THE HOPE SCRIPTURE READING..................... 1 Timothy 4:4-10 ESV

4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with
thanksgiving, ° for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.

®1f you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being
trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. " Have
nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; & for while bodily
training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present
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life and also for the life to come. ° The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance. '°For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living
God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(The Hope Candle on the Advent Wreath is lit)

HOPE MEDITATION PRAYER:

P: Dear Jesus when You walked the Earth perfectly following our Father's will, You showed us
that the striving in Your role as our Messiah is a witness to the authenticity of the hope You give
us. Remind us of that in our laboring so that in Your hope we see the purpose in living our lives
for Your glory. In Your Holy Name, we pray.

C: Amen.

HOPE HYMN OF REFLECTION: “O Holy Night” BROWN 148 (For the Notes)
1. O, holy night! the stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;
Fall on your knees, Oh, hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born!
O night, O holy night, O night divine!

THE PEACE SCRIPTURE READING............ Isaiah 9:6-7 ESV
®For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it



with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(The Peace Candle on the Advent Wreath is lit)

PEACE MEDITATION PRAYER:

P: O Jesus, You proclaimed to us that the peace You give us is not as the world gives, so you do
not want our hearts to be troubled, living in fear, because Your eternal peace is filled with
forgiveness and reconciliation. Work through our lives to live peace in forgiving others
regardless of whether or not they want it, knowing this is the way You want us to live Your
righteousness. In Your Name we pray as our Wonderful Counselor, mighty God.

C: Amen.

PEACE HYMN OF REFLECTION: “Adore” solo by Jim Waters singing a Chris Tomlin hymn

THE JOY SCRIPTURE READING............ccceeurereneens Psalm 16:7-11 ESV
P: | bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
C: I have set the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.
P: Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;
C: my flesh also dwells secure.
P: For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
C: or let your holy one see corruption.
P: You make known to me the path of life;
C: in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

(The Joy Candle on the Advent Wreath is lit)

JOY MEDITATION PRAYER:

P: O Jesus, our joy to the world, let us rejoice in You always, even when things are difficult. We
don't rejoice for our troubles; Rather, please help us find joy while facing our difficulties. That
way we can experience every day the joy of our salvation, living content lives. In Your joy filled
name we pray.

C: Amen.



JOY HYMN OF REFLECTION: “Joy to the World"................ LSB 387
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THE LOVE SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 4:7-12 ESV

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God
and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. ? In this
the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that
we might live through him. "°In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. "' Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. > No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



(The Love Candle on the Advent Wreath is lit)

LOVE MEDITATION PRAYER:

P: O Lord, the love that only comes from You is unilateral and unconditional. The only way we
can show this love to others is to first receive it from You by faith. Open our hearts to continue
receiving Your love that is selfless, sacrificial, and forever. In the Name of Jesus, we pray.

C: Amen.

LOVE HYMN OF REFLECTION: “This Holy Night” Messiah’s Choir with flutist June Cook
(If you are able, please stand)

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL READING.........ccccoerreunirimnnnicrennnnieenencnenn Luke 2:1-20 ESV
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter,
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should

be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 2 And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, ® to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with

child. ® And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. ? And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear. 1° And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, |
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 1 For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 1> And this will be a sign for you: you will find
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” '® And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

13> When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.” ® And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. 7 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them

concerning this child. ' And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
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them. 1° But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 2° And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

(The White Christmas Candle on the Advent Wreath is lit)

CHRISTMAS CANDLE PRAYER:

P: O Lord, Your Word by the Power of the Holy Spirit has prepared us in this season of Advent.
Let Your Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love prevail to show the Light of Christ to others, so that the
Christmas story is our witness beyond today and tomorrow. In the Name of Jesus, we pray.

C: Amen

(Please be seated.)

HYMN OF THE NIGHT........ “Away in the Manger”.................. LSB 364
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CHILDREN'’S LESSON: “Parts of the Nativity” Text: Luke 2:1-20
SERMON: “Where are you sleeping tonight?” Text: Luke 2:1-20

THE APOSTLES’ CREED for Christmastime
| believe in God the Father Almighty maker of heaven and earth, who sent His Son as my
Savior on Christmas Day.

| believe in Jesus Christ. His Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshipped by the shepherds, adored by the
wise men, who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, to free us from sin, death, and the
power of the devil.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of Christmas, and by
whose continuous work in my heart - | am ever led to lay before the feet of Christ, the
treasures of my love, and live under Him as my King, both now and evermore. Amen.

(Please sit)

CHRISTMAS PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P: Let us pray for the Light of the world to scatter the darkness in many people lives as we pray
for them and us on this Christmas Eve. When you hear the words “Lord of Light, "please respond
with “scatter the darkness.” Let us pray.

P: Lord of Light
C: Scatter the darkness.

(Ending)

P: You are the Light of the world in which we commend all for whom we pray, asking You
continue to use us to spread Your Light of life and love to all. In Jesus’ Name we pray.

C: Amen.

(If you are able, please stand)

THE LORD'’S PRAYER
Sung to the tune “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” (366 LSB)
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Our Father, Lord on heav’'n’s high throne,
Most holy be Your name.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done
On earth - in heav’'n the same.

Give us this day the food we need;
Forgiven may we be;

Into temptation do not lead;

From evil set us free.

Yours is the kingdom; unto You

In grateful love we bow;

And Yours the pow'r; Lord, let us view
Your mighty presence now.

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung
By angel hosts and men

In ev'ry land, by ev’ry tongue
Forevermore! Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Now that we better appreciate God'’s everlasting blessings, here are some
suggestions for ways we can show that thanksgiving through service and participating in our
congregation.

THE BENEDICTION (Tune: "Adeste Fideles") (to the Tune of O Come all Ye Faithful)

Pastor: The Lord bless and keep you, Look with love upon you.

Be gracious and cause His face to shine with peace!

People: Glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Savior close beside us, God's love from
harm to hide us. The Spirit's pow'r to guide us forevermore!

Pastor: Amen.

SENDING HYMN..... “Silent Night“................. LSB 363
(Lights will be dimmed. Please take the light from an usher or neighbor’s candle)

1. Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
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2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born!

Christ, the Savior is born!

3. Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

P: With light of Christ go in His hope, peace, joy, and love to serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: Merry Christmas.

POSTLUDE

Today’s hymns used by permission of CCLI License # 11015399
ESV: English Standard Version

LSB: Lutheran Service Book

BROWN: The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS
Thank you for sharing your Christmas with us. We pray you have received the blessings of the
Lord in this worship service and leave here with the Good News of Jesus in your heart.

We are here as a congregation to walk with you through the joys and struggles of life. Please let
us know how we can help you. We believe our faith in Christ makes a difference in the way we
look at and live our lives every day.

Merry Christmas with God's blessings for a better New Year to see His light shining more
brightly in your lives.

Please worship with us again, soon.

In His Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,
Pastor Dan and Berta
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On-Line Streaming:
e Sunday, December 22 at 9am: 13 devices watching LIVE at 9am on our Facebook Page
o Facebook Total Views: 210
o YouTube Total Views: 30

Attendance:
e Sunday School (12-22): 18 (14 Students and 4 Teachers/helpers)
¢ Worship: Sunday, Dec 22 — 9am: 61; 11am: 52
= Net Attendance: 111

General Operating Offerings Needed Per Month: $16,289
Month-To-Date Plate Offering: $18,842
Month-To-Date Givelify: +$ 1,500

General Operating Offerings received for December (4 of 5 weeks) $20,342
General Operating Offerings still needed to pay December bills $ 0

We give praise You, O Lord, for the gifts we have received;
Please, help us receive more for Your glory. Amen.

If you don't carry much cash or write many checks then
c Givelify is the perfect and easy way to give your offerings
to Messiah. Simply download the app at the Google Play
Store or Apple App Store. It is safe and secure. If you need

® ®
glvellfg help setting up the app, please contact Jim Shellenberger

at (815) 275-2081.

Servants helping with Worship: Organists: Sue Kolander and Mary Lou Benz Keyboard
Operators: Virginia Cook, Teresa Behl, Alejandro Reid, and Carter Stocker Communion
Assistants/Ushers: Karl Wetzel, Zach Anderson, Adrean Avery, Mark Boos, Jeff Sennett, Bob
Altenberg, John Helms, Jim Waters, Eddie Underwager, and Larry Wilkins Cantors: Debbie Drost
and Joel Steinke Streaming Crew: Garrett Cook, Joe Goff, Joe Laidig, and Virginia Cook.
Production Assistant: Chuck Baumann Acolytes: Audrey Veale, Aiden Berrier, Miley Berrier,
Kendall Shellenberger, Amy Kreyer, Carter Stocker, and Madi Shellenberger. Fellowship: Cindy
Zimmerman, Beth Thompson, Ruth Komprood, Sandi McDearmon, Sue Kolander, Vickie
Dansbury, Jean Behl, Teresa Behl, and Chrissy Behl. Altar Guild: Karen Battist and Terry
Zimmerman
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HELP WANTED: Messiah’s PR Committee is looking for a photographer to take pictures of
members for the upcoming Pictorial Directory. If you are interested call/text PR Committee Chair
James Shellenberger at 815-275-2081.

Pastor Dan will be on a much-needed vacation starting December 26 and going
through January 8. He will return to work on Thursday, January 9. If you need
immediate pastoral care please call Rev Gene Dassow at 608-481-1162.

Wednesday [10am Christmas Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Office closed for Christmas and no 7pm service.

Sunday 10am ONLY |Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion (No Sunday
Dec 29 School and no Fellowship)
Wednesday Happy New Year. Offices closed and no 7pm service
Jan 1
Sunday 9am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion
Jan 5

10am Fellowship and Sunday School return

11am Divine Worship Service with Holy Communion

Upcoming Events at Messiah

e Wednesday, January 8 at 7pm: Regular Wednesday night worship returns.

e Thursdays, January 9 and 23: Food Pantry open from 3:30-5:30pm

e Saturday, January 11 at 9am: Men’s Group Bible Study — downstairs Conference Room

e Saturday, January 11 at 10am: New Member Class starts - upstairs Conference Room

e Tuesday, January 14 at 1pm: New Adult Bible Study begins on the Book of Genesis

e Tuesday, January 14 at 7pm: Parish Planning Council Meeting downstairs Conference
Room

e Thursday, January 16 at 5:30pm: Ladies Bible Study Class (LBSC) downstairs Conference
Room

e Thursday, January 16 at 6pm: Forward Planning Committee — Upstairs Conference Room

e Thursday, January 23 at 6pm: Stewardship Committee meeting — Upstairs Conference
Room
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Celebrate the Holidays at Messiah

e Christmas Day Worship at 10am: From Creator to
Created. The Lord’s role in being both God and man
provides us with someone who can empathize and
sympathize with our struggles today in order to help us
see the Light of Christ. Holy Communion will be served.

e NO 7pm services on Wednesdays, December 25 and
January 1. Wednesday services return January 8 at 7pm.

e Sunday, December 29. 10am service only with Holy
Communion. No Sunday School and no Fellowship.
Normal 9am and 11am services, fellowship, and Sunday
School return Sunday, January 5.

Please join us for all these services to be properly blessed by
our Savior so you can have a joy filled holiday season.

Adult Bible Study Returns: Starting Tuesday, January 14 from 1-2pm. New Bible Study: Back
to the Beginning — An In-Depth Look at the Book of Genesis. Why is the biblical account of
Creation so controversial? Explore Noah and the Ark narrative in-depth and see it was a real
event not a myth as some profess. How does the Tower of Babel account still affect our world
today. How is Abraham still relevant to our faith? Please join us in-person in the Fellowship
Hall. If you are unable to join us in-person, you can participate through the phone or Zoom.
Please contact Pastor Dan at 314-775-7371.

Offering Envelopes for 2025: Your Messiah Stewardship Committee is making changes with
offering envelopes for the coming year. In an attempt for better record keeping as well as
decreasing unclaimed envelopes, all members and regular attending visitors will receive offering
envelopes regardless of how they choose to give. Information on how to donate using Givelify
will also be on the envelope boxes this year. Please pick up your envelopes in the Narthex
starting Sunday, December 15th. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to
Rebecca Baumann at 608-921-7677. Thank you.

Messiah Lutheran Church

1531 Townline Avenue, Beloit, Wisconsin 53511 Phone: 608-365-3794
Website: micbeloit.com - Facebook: “Messiah Lutheran Church-Beloit, WI”
YouTube Channel: Messiah Lutheran Beloit
Prayer Line: 608-365-4724
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