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GREETINGS FROM PASTOR DAN

Need Your Input to Move Forward

“Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint,
but blessed is he who keeps the law.” Proverbs 29:18 ESV

Congregations grow numerically for a variety of reasons; some
good, some not so good. This passage from Proverbs informs us
that when we base our future growth on the Lord’s prophetic
vision then we will not be discouraged. But it must be based on
His Word. When this planning process is done faithfully then we
are not going to be discouraged. Instead we will be following His
will, joyfully serving His Church.

With faith in Christ, His Word frees us to serve. In other words,
this is not just about numerical growth but strengthening the
faith the Lord gave us at our Baptisms.

This prophetic vision includes answering who is Christ calling us
to be? Who are our neighbors? And how is God calling us to serve
them?

We have been growing numerically the last five years. However,
when congregations don’t manage their growth with a long-term
plan then they level off and start to decline, because they fail to
see the Lord’s prophetic vision for their future.

This past year the Forward Planning Committee has been reading
the book Holy Conversations to really reflect on God’s Word as
applied to our congregation. From this, we have learned how to
formulate a strategic plan, that is forward thinking, with a vision
for mission. All this must be focused on how God is blessing us to
serve His church, effectively connecting members, while reaching
out for more.

Continued on pg. 2

“Where there is no prophetic
vision the people cast off
restraint, but blessed is he who

keeps the law.”

Proverbs 29:18 ESV
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Need Your Input to Move Forward From Pg. 1

The next step in planning our future is to see how our current members perceive their faith life at
Messiah Lutheran Church.

In 2019 our congregation participated in the ReVitality CADDS survey developed by the Synod.
CADDS stands for Congregation Assessment of Development/Decline Status. It is a scientifically
developed survey to objectively assess in what areas a congregation is growing and where they are
declining. Back in 2019, over 50 people filled out this survey, showing our strengths and weaknesses.

The Forward Planning Committee unanimously voted to conduct the same survey again to see what
progress has been made and where we still need to improve.

This is where you come in. the Forward Planning Committee and | would like you to fill out this
survey. It will take about 30 minutes. It is very comprehensive and easy to complete. It is mostly
multiple choice with a couple open ended questions.

This is a survey where you share your perceptions of Messiah. There are no wrong answers.

To encourage more people to participate we are giving away one homemade cupcake per person,
courtesy of Noelle and Tina Swanson’s Bakery. They are the ones who provide cake for our birthday
celebrations during Fellowship Time.

You can fill out the survey on-line or in-person..whatever works best for you.

The results will be shared with everyone and will be used to assess how the Lord has gifted us to
serve His Church as a congregation. The results will assist us in the next phase of our long-term plan.

Please prayerfully consider your part in offering input for a prophetic vision plan that Jesus will
bless.

See you in worship, fellowship, and service as He continues to revitalize our faith for a future of
further growth.

In His Grip of Grace,

Pastor Dan
A‘note from Jim and Susie Waters: N

vith our congregation, please let us kno
erannewsletter@gmail.com), and we will d
t to get your news entered in as soon as possible.

cyou and God's blessingsto
you all.




Calendar of Events

November 9, 2025 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

-November 9, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

-November 9, 2025 (Sunday, 2 PM) - A concert of praise and thanksgiving - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church -
300 High Street, Clinton, WI

-November 9, 2025 (Sunday, 3 PM) - Installation of Rev Mark Duer at Trinity

-November 9, 2025 (Sunday) through November 29, 2025 (Saturday) - Congregational Perception Survey for Long-
Term Planning

-November 10, 2025 (Monday, 9 AM - 1 PM) - Pastor Dan at Circuit Winkel at Mount Calvary, Janesville
-November 10, 2025 (Monday, 6 PM) - Confirmation Class — Upstairs Conference Room

-November 11, 2025 (Tuesday) - Veterans Day

-November 11, 2025 (Tuesday, 1 PM) - Adult Bible Study - In-person (Fellowship Hall), phone, and on-line
-November 12, 2025 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

-November 13, 2025 (Thursday, 3:30 PM -5:30 PM) - Food Pantry Open

-November 15, 2025 (Saturday, 5 PM) - BINGO and Board Game Night with Food — Fellowship Hall High Street
Picture

-November 16, 2025 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

-November 16, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

-November 17, 2025 (Monday, 6 PM) - Confirmation Class — Upstairs Conference Room

-November 18, 2025 (Tuesday, 1 PM) - Adult Bible Study — In-person (Fellowship Hall), phone, and on-line
-November 19, 2025 (Wednesday, 5:45 PM) - Youth Bible Study - Fellowship Hall

-November 19, 2025 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

-November 20, 2025 (Thursday, 5:30 PM) - Ladies Bible Study Class — Fellowship Hall

-November 23, 2025 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

-November 23, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

-November 24, 2025 (Monday, 6 PM) - Confirmation Class — Upstairs Conference Room

-November 25, 2025 (Tuesday, 1 PM) - Adult Bible Study - In-person (Fellowship Hall), phone, and on-line
-November 26, 2025 (Wednesday) - Giving Tree goes up until Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
-November 26, 2025 (Wednesday, 7 PM) - Thanksgiving Eve Divine Worship with Holy Communion
-November 27, 2025 (Thursday) - Thanksgiving

-November 27,2025 (Thursday, 3:30 PM -5:30 PM) - NO Food Pantry

-November 30, 2025 (Sunday, 9 AM and again at 11 AM) - Divine Worship with Holy Communion

-November 30, 2025 (Sunday, 10 AM) - Sunday School and Fellowship

Our Messiah food pantry had been seeing average client — ﬁi' ==
numbers of approximately 70 families per pantry for the past (s f’j{‘i@

3 months. Just recently those numbers have accelerated 5
dramatically to over 100 families per pantry. We attribute this i F:od Pan:r:lv che

to the loss of the "snap program" and our entry into colder

& & - ~ Our Food Pantry is located at 1531 Townline Ave, and is
weather as major factors for the rise. Our costs to cover this

open on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month

continued client rise have also risen dramatically. We implore from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm
our congregation to please help us by contributing non- : for all residents of the Greater Beloit Area!
perishable food items or by monetary donations to our food
pantry so we can continue to meet the needs of those e
experiencing food depravity in our community. \
Thanks so much,
Your Food Pantry.



October Birthdays

Rebecca Baumann
Mark Peterson
Adrean Avery

Marc Lehner
Donald Thompson
Amy Lehner

Darian Rehard
Shannon Zimmerman
Amy Kroning

Cindy Thompson
Addison Burns
Kathy Murray
Charles Baumann Jr.
Lonnie Luethy
Abigail Shellenberger
Cindy Zimmerman
Gary McGuire

Joel Steinke

Corky Borre
Persephone Kropp
Jared McCannon
Amy Gahl

Larry Wilkins
Cheyenne Coleman
Sean Feiser

Julie Olson

Paige Stageman
David Gahl

Brent Cook

Cason Cleveland
Joshua Goff

Brian Komprood
Elizabeth Harris

10/1
10/1
10/2
10/3
10/3
iLoyts)
10/5
10/5
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/17
10/17
10/17
10/18
10/20
10/21
10/22
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/24
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/27
10/28
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/30

November Birthdays

Eva Lehner 11/1
Burton Christianson 11/2
Daryl Gabbard 112
Rodonna Washburn 11/2
Charlie Dautermann 11/3
Donna Steinkellner 11/8
Larry Kreyer 11/9
Mark Boos 11/10
John Helms 11/10
Kylee Beaumont il b
Jeannie Behl 11/12
Gary Zimmermn 10 g
Noah Avery 11/23
Dawn Weber 11/14
Neil DeVoe i11/15
Mason Martindale 11/15
Jeff Sennett 11/15
Mandy Erickson /17
Landon Hornagold i/ 7
Berta Eddy 11/18
Joe Laidig 11/19
Erin Pingel 11/19
Alyxandria Collins 11/23
Jade Porter 11423
Makayla Keebler 11/24
Melanie Widmar 11/28

October & November

Anniversaries QS
Alan & Patricia Lockwood 10/1/1988
Marc & Amy Lehner 10/4/2019
Daryl & Cindy Gabbard 10/15/1994
Jason & Lisa Barrett 10/25/2012
Charles & Kathy Hogan 10/28/1995
Rod & Lesia Burzinski 11/1/1997
Leroy & Bonnie Burzinski 11/3/1962
Brian & Michelle Komprood 11/4/2012
Kim & Brenda Dautermann 11/6/1982



Sunday, September 7 was our Fall Festival Day with Fellowship, Food, and Faith. First the
Stewardship kicked off the morning with Pre-Fellowship at our main entrance with coffee and
donuts. As people received their name tags, they also shared their thoughts in a fun survey the
Committee put together.

During worship, the Sunday School Children sang "Jesus Loves Me," and the Messiah's Choir sang
"Family of Christ." The Children each received a sailboat with the phrase "Jesus Loves Me" on it,
and learned how He helps us through the "storms" of life. By the way it was the first time Holly

Anderson acolyted. 90 were in attendance for the service.

The Fellowship Hall was full with over 60 people staying after worship and Sunday School for the
Church Picnic.

Several people won prizes in the Bingo competition, and the Children enjoyed games outdoors.

How Jesus Loves You



This year's Fall Festival
featured a Dunk Tank.
Members and Friends
contributed money to

_ see their favorite Messiah

personality dunk. The
ones being dunked
included Carol Wilkins,
Zach Anderson, Pastor
Dan, and Joe Goff. Just
shy of $500 was raised

AED equipment and CPR
training. The event was
sponsored by Messiah's

Safety and Security
Committee.

BREN LN N ZNT



Every month (Usually the 4th Sunday) we celebrate that month's birthdays during Fellowship Time
between the 9am and the 11am services. The Lay Elder-Deacons read off the names, and we sing
Happy Birthday with God's Blessings. Members Noelle and Tina Swanson bake the cake. And there
is other food, too. If you haven't been to Fellowship, please join us for food, fun, and connection.

Vickie Dansbury was reelected
Zone 20 Secretary at the Fall
LWML Zone Rally at St. Johns.
Over 30 women were in
attendance. St. John's new
pastor Zak Kreitler led
opening devotions and spoke
about what it takes to be
trained to be a pastor in the
Missouri Synod Lutheran
Church. Also, Pastor Dan led a
Bible Study on the Power of
Humility. All females members
at Messiah are automatically
members of LWML. If that is
you, we would like you to
partake in the fellowship with
Lutheran woman all over
South Wisconsin. If you are
interested, please talk to
Vickie Dansbury or Pastor
Dan.




Thank you to Comfort Dogs Mary and Rejoice for visiting us on Sunday, October 12 and Wednesday,
October 15 for worship and fellowship. The Children's Lesson focused on how God offers comfort to
those in need. Mary is 9 years old and Rejoice is 2 1/2 years old. Mary and Rejoice are from our sister
congregation at St. Paul's in Janesville. The dogs were joined by their handlers Dawn Oas, Tom and
Dianne Moore, Mickey Kennedy, Faith Larson, and Cheryl Skelly who heads up the program. They are
highly trained, full-service dogs that visit churches, hospitals, nursing homes, libraries, and are in
parades. They also attend to comfort people after tragedies in various communities including Mary to
the Annunciation Catholic Church and School after two people were killed in a shooting.

Over $200 was collected from our door offerings and fellowship time and donated their Comfort Dog
Ministry. If you were unable to make a donation or want to contribute more, please mail your check or
money order to: St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, ¢/o Comfort Dog Ministry, 210 Ringold St.,
Janesville, WI 53545 or email them at comfortdog@stpaulsjanesville.com



“Sorry, Not Sorry.”

When God Comes!

By James Shellenberger
Greetings in the Name of Christ Jesus, our Lord.

As we go into October, | cannot help but think about the month of September and how
transformative it has been. | would like to speak about two people who lost their lives in public
and how this pertains to all of us.

Irayna Zarutska a vibrant 23-year-old refugee had fled a war. She was going home after leaving
her job. She boarded a train most likely as she had done hundreds of times before. Earphones in,
oblivious to the world. A man, who we can see possessed with evil intent, unfolded a pocket knife
and struck. | don’t need to go over the details, but we know the result.

Gone at 23. Was she ready for that day? I’m not talking about self-defense classes. | am talking
about one thing we all should know: That death is coming. It’s not an “if” but a “when.”

In Matthew 24:43 ESV, Jesus said: “But know this, that if the master of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let
his house be broken into”. Jesus is referring to you as the master of the house and Him

as the thief. This is made clear in Revelation 16:15 ESV where He said: “Behold, | am coming as a
thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his
shame.” Although the context of these verses talks about the End of time, Judgment Day, they
can also be applied to the end of our lives which very well could come before the End.

This brings me to Charlie Kirk. This isn’t about his politics. This is about what he confessed as a
Christian. In his videos he always professed Christ! He walked boldly with Him. He was once
asked if he lost everything including his life what would he wish for his legacy to be. He could
have said his spouse, his kids, his business, or his political beliefs. He didn’t! The one thing he
wanted to be remembered for was his faith in Christ. He was prepared to go.

As Jesus said in Matthew 16:25 ESV “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever
will lose his life for My sake shall find it.”

Are you prepared to find yours?



About 100 meals were served on Friday, September 26
for the annual Spaghetti Dinner sponsored by our
Evangelism Committee. People from our community
and church enjoyed Spaghetti, garlic bread, salad, and
dessert. Over $700 was raised from free will donations
that was then given to our Food Pantry. Thank you to
everyone who participated or helped in any way.
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resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble
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God

Hobbies/Interests: Wood crafts, nature, birds, drawing

OUR
MEMBERS cheeses, chocolate matts

Messiah Member Bio of the
Month! Favorite destination: Home

Favorite food: Vince's extra cheese pepperoni pizza, variety of

BILL SWANSON

One thing people don’t know about me: Very early riser, make bacon
and eggs every morning, and love walking my doodles.

How do | incorporate faith in my daily life? | find blessings in every
little thing and give thanks to Jesus constantly. | pray many times
throughout the day and watch Youtube documentaries on the life of
Jesus.

Favorite thing about Messiah community: The inspiration | get from
Sunday services that strengthen my faith

BINGO and Board Game Night!

Stewardship Hosted Event

Messiah Lutheran Church- Fellowship Hall

Saturday, November 15", Dinner at 5pm- walking tacos, hot dogs, desserts,
coffee, water

Games start at 6pm-board games provided, may bring your own if desired

Good Will Offering

-~

%< .
Prizes & Giveaways ?% e
(Donations for prizes appreciated) : e R |
) &

Everyone Welcome!




INOVEMBER---Youth Group Event Calendar 2025
DECEMBER---Youth Group Event Calendar 2025

ISUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

All youth, 6th grade and up, are invited to come! Bring a friend as well! We will be at the MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

church early starting at 5:15pm, so come and hang out before our meeting starts. Can't 2 3 4 3 6
wait to see you all there! Youth Group:

If you have any questions or need a ride, call us at 608-312-6683 (Sam) or 608-207-0509 5:45pm-6:45pm

(Zach).

in the
2 3 4 7 Fellowship Hall

10

17

Youth Group:
5:45pm-6:45pm
in the
Fellowship Hall

24

Deck the
Halls!!!
10am

NOTES

The youth group is in charge of decorating the sanctuary for Christmas, which will take place on the
Saturday after Thanksgiving. We need all hands on deck to Deck the Halls! Parents and siblings of NOTES
youth group members are also invited to join in the fun. We will be setting up the tree and hanging

wreaths and garland. Afterwards, we will have hot cocoa and cookies downstairs in the fellowship hall. il The youth group will be taking down the Christmas decorations at some point at the end of this month,
Please let us know A.S.A.P. how many will be coming from your family as well as your favorite kind of but the date and time are TBD. When we do take them down, we will be having a game night starting
cookies, so we have some ideas for what to bring. right afterwards. The whole family is welcome to join in on the fun! More details coming soon...

9

8 of our youth in the congregation attended our Halloween Bash on November 1st. They came in
costume and in high spirit to enjoy time with their peers. We had food, shacks, games, and even
karaoke! It was a great way to bond with the youth and offer them a space to come and have
good clean fun after putting so much effort into the Pumpkin Patch fundraiser!







