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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 21, 2024 

 
COMMUNION PRACTICES OF THIS CONGREGATION:   
   The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Trinity Church every Sunday in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord Jesus gives into our mouths not only bread 
and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and 
to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table 
those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 
as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.   
   Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their 
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 
confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor 
or a deacon. 
   In addition to the members of this congregation, visitors from our sister LCMS 
congregations and other Lutheran denominations with whom we enjoy altar fellowship 
are invited to join us at the Lord’s Table.  For further study, please see Matthew 5:23; 
10:32; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; and 1 Cor. 11:17-34. 
   Complete your time of preparation by filling out the green registration card and hand it to 
the usher as you approach the altar.  If you desire to receive the Common Cup during 
communion, please indicate your intent by placing your hand over your heart after 
consuming the wafer.  We also have gluten-free wafers.  Let us know if you require 
this as well. Thank you.   
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Worship Theme: Seeking God’s Wisdom in Unity. How to express our 

Lutheran Confession of Faith in fellowship with each other.  

 

As Lutherans, we share a rich faith filled with God’s Word for us to 

understand the Law to show us our sins, and better live the Gospel that 

shows us our Savior. Our confession of faith focuses on Christ, Who is the 

center of who we are. And we are united in that God’s Word is the 

benchmark for everything we do. This is what is means to be in fellowship 

with each other. However, how do we live that as Lutherans between 

congregations in varying locations, with distinctive cultures, having diverse 

experiences, and differing ministry goals?  

 

Today God’s Word will bless you to begin seeing how we can better 

support each other working between our Beloit Lutheran congregations 

with the Oneness of our faith in Christ.   

 

Please place your offerings in the designated plate for your 

congregation. They are located in the Narthex.  
 

 

 
Prelude/Welcome  
 

Please Stand *(Worshippers turn to face the Processional Cross and continue turning 

toward it as it passes and goes to the front of the church in honor of Christ Who died on a 

cross to save us from our sins.) 
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Processional Hymn:  
549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 

 

 
 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C 
 
P 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
ever-lasting life.  Amen 
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
C 

 
 

 

 
 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
Introit Psalm 96:3 
P “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me, and I lay 

down my life for the sheep.” 
C The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing.  He makes me to lie down in 

green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. 
P He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
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your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
C You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  You anoint 

my head with oil, my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

P “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me, and I lay 
down my life for the sheep.” 

 
Gloria Patri 

 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Oh One Lord God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are in fellowship 

with You only through the faith You give us by the power of Your Word and in 
Your Sacraments. Teach us how to live with the One Hope we have in Jesus by 
showing us how we can best care for each other in our respective ministries. We 
pray this through Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever more. 

 
C 

 
 
Please be seated. 
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First Reading Ephesians 4:1-7 ESV (Pastor Rather) 
 In his letter to the Church at Ephesus, the Apostle Paul stresses unity between believers in Jesus 

Christ, focusing on what makes us one with Him.  
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to 
the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 
and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the 
measure of Christ's gift. 

 
 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 (ESV)  (Pastor Rather) 
In his letter to the Church at Philippi, the Apostle Paul expresses the humbleness of Christ in 

thinking of other’s needs before your own, and how Jesus lived this in His State of Humiliation. 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my 
joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests but also to the interests of 
others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Please Stand 
 
Trinity Choir sings verses 1-2; Congregation joins on verse 3 
 

 671 Sing with All the Saints in Glory 
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Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 

  

 
  

 

Gospel Reading: John 12:1-17 ESV (Pastor Senn) 

In the upper room, on the night before Jesus’ crucifixion, Jesus speaks and 

shows how He is our servant and how to be servants to each other.  

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray 
him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from 
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around 
his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, 
but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no 
share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also 
my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. 
And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12 When he had 
washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call 



10 

 

me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I 
have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you 
know these things, blessed are you if you do them.  

 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins: the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
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Hymn of the Day  
644 The Church’s One Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Children’s Lesson:  ‘How to Act as One” Text Ephesians 4:1-7 
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Sermon: “Seeking God’s Wisdom in Unity. How to express our 

Lutheran Confession of Faith in fellowship with each other” 

Texts: Ephesians 4:1-7 and Philippians 2:1-11  

 

Thoughts to Ponder:  

• How do we bridge the gap between learning Scripture and living it? 

• With our confession of faith, how can we better care for our own 

members? 

• With our confession of faith, how can we better care for each other as 

congregations? 

• How can we keep our confession of faith from looking like a “Country 

Club” mentality? 
 
Please Stand 

 

 
Response to the Word Psalm 51:10–12 
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As the Offertory is introduced, please remain standing and sing: 
 
We Give Thee But Thine Own  

 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

T THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR T 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 

P   The Lord be with you, 

     
P   Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P   Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God: And most especially 
we are bound to praise You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for He is the very Paschal lamb which was offered for us and bore the sins 
of the world.  By his dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising 
You and singing: 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

 

 Matthew 6:9–13 
 
 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My body which is 
given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.   
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
   This do, as often as you drink of it, in remembrance of Me. 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

 
Hymn of Praise  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Worthy is Christ, the 
Lamb Who was slain, Whose blood set us free to be people of God. This is the feast of 
victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all 
creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb Who 
was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Distribution Hymns: 
 
633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 
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D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please Stand 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Please be seated. 
 
Closing Hymn   
917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 


