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Welcome! We are glad you are worshipping the Lord with us tonight!  
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Midweek Lenten Meditative Worship 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023 

Heroes of the Faith – the Sequel - Isaac  
 

FROM THE LAY ELDER-DEACONS: Welcome to Messiah. We want to make sure your 

worship experience goes well. So just as a reminder, please have cellphones ringers 

off during worship. Please, no gaming, texting, or social media. If you need to 

use your phone or have a conversation with someone, please excuse yourself 

from the sanctuary.  Thank you. 

 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Live audio of the worship service is available in our Crying 

Room. It is located just off the Narthex in the back of the sanctuary. The room has a 

bathroom. This room is a safe place for anxious children (or adults) to go and still be a 

part of the worship service.  

 

Prayer before worship: (Please pray silently):  O Heavenly Father, as we gather in Your 

house to receive the gift of forgiveness through Your Word, guard us from vain and 

distracting thoughts. Grant us pause from our busy lives. Open our hearts so that we are 

receptive to the proclamation of life with Your Son, and do not close our ears to the 

offering of salvation. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen. (Adapted from Right Worship of 

God prayer in Portals of Prayer, April through June, 2011) 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WORSHIP THEME:  Lent is a time of internal reflection on our lives: our thoughts, 

words, and deeds. You look inwardly to see the real you, and to have the Word of God 

help you focus on better ways to live more obedient lives for Christ’s glory. 

 

This year, our Midweek Lenten services will continue featuring Heroes of the Faith as 

described in Hebrews 11. Tonight, we look at Isaac, whose faith bridged Abraham’s 

and Jacob’s faith where the family of the Lord was being expanded. The Lord used 

Isaac for good whether it was to test the faith of Abraham his father or Jacob his son.  

 

How are you being used as God’s instrument to strengthen the faith of others? 

 

Thank you to member Zach Anderson for playing the role of Isaac.  
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OFFERING: Please put your offering in the plates at the entrance. Thank you for your 

support.  

 

WELCOME – WORSHIP THEME – GREET ONE ANOTHER IN THE NAME OF THE 

LORD  

 

(Lighting of the candles...to symbolize the special presence of Christ when we invoke the 

Name of God in which we were baptized.) Adapted from Order of Vespers from the 

Lutheran Service Book. 

 

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

P: O Lord, open my lips.  

C: And my mouth will declare Your praise.  

P: Make haste, O God to deliver me. 

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

P: World without end.  

C: Amen. 

P: Praise to You, O Christ. 

C: Lamb of our salvation.  

 

HYMN OF THE NIGHT: “Jesus Grant That Balm and Healing” LSB 421verses 1-2 

 

1. Jesus, grant that balm and healing 

In Your holy wounds I find, 

Ev'ry hour that I am feeling 

Pains of body and of mind. 

Should some evil thought within 

Tempt my treach'rous heart to sin, 

Show the peril, and from sinning 

Keep me from its first beginning. 

 

2. Should some lust or sharp temptation 

Fascinate my sinful mind, 

Draw me to Your cross and passion, 

And new courage I shall find. 

Or should Satan press me hard, 
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Let me then be on my guard, 

Saying, "Christ for me was wounded," 

That the tempter flee confounded. 

 

(Please be seated)  

SCRIPTURE READING #1: Genesis 22: 1-18 ESV 

1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 

of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 

and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 

the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On 

the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham 

said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there 

and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 

offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 

they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” 

And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is 

the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb 

for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 

there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 

top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 

slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on 

the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 

withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 

looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 

Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 

son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said 

to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and 

said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have 

not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply 

your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
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offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

SCRIPTURE READING #2: Genesis 27:1-29 ESV 

1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau 

his older son and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2 He said, 

“Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3 Now then, take your weapons, 

your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4 and 

prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that 

my soul may bless you before I die.” 

5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to 

the field to hunt for game and bring it, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your 

father speak to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me game and prepare for me delicious 

food, that I may eat it and bless you before the LORD before I die.’ 8 Now therefore, my 

son, obey my voice as I command you. 9 Go to the flock and bring me two good young 

goats, so that I may prepare from them delicious food for your father, such as he 

loves. 10 And you shall bring it to your father to eat, so that he may bless you before he 

dies.” 11 But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, my brother Esau is a hairy 

man, and I am a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be 

mocking him and bring a curse upon myself and not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to 

him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring them to 

me.” 

14 So he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his mother 

prepared delicious food, such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the best 

garments of Esau her older son, which were with her in the house, and put them on 

Jacob her younger son. 16 And the skins of the young goats she put on his hands and 

on the smooth part of his neck. 17 And she put the delicious food and the bread, which 

she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 

18 So he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are 

you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you 

told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.” 20 But Isaac 

said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, 

“Because the LORD your God granted me success.” 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please 

come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or 

not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and said, “The voice is 
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Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 And he did not recognize him, 

because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau's hands. So he blessed him. 24 He 

said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, “I am.” 25 Then he said, “Bring it near 

to me, that I may eat of my son's game and bless you.” So he brought it near to him, 

and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he came 

near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments and blessed him and 

said, 

“See, the smell of my son 

    is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed! 
28 May God give you of the dew of heaven 

    and of the fatness of the earth 

    and plenty of grain and wine. 
29 Let peoples serve you, 

    and nations bow down to you. 

Be lord over your brothers, 

    and may your mother's sons bow down to you. 

Cursed be everyone who curses you, 

    and blessed be everyone who blesses you!” 

 

SCRIPTURE READING #3: Hebrews 11:17-20 ESV 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 

the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was 

said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was 

able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 

him back. 20 By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.  

 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON MEDITATION: “Means to an End”  

  

RESPONSORY FOR LENT:  

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God for You are the God of my salvation.  

C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
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P: In You O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.  

C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 

PRAYERS FROM THE PEW 

P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense. 

C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.  

 

KYRIE (as sung to the tune in The Lutheran Hymnal, page 7) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom as you have taught us to pray: 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 

 

P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

BENEDICTION  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

  

SENDING HYMN… “O Jesus, I Have Promised” BROWN 369 

1. O Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, 

My Master and my Friend; 
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I shall not fear the battle 

If Thou art by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway 

If Thou wilt be my guide. 

2. O let me feel Thee near me, 

The world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, 

The tempting sounds I hear: 

My foes are ever near me, 

Around me and within; 

But, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, 

And shield my soul from sin. 

3. O Jesus, Thou hast promised 

To all who follow Thee, 

That where Thou art in glory 

There shall Thy servant be; 

And, Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, 

My Master and my Friend.  

P: Go in peace to serve the Lord, imitating the Heroes of the Faith. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  

Today’s hymns used by permission of CCLI License # 11015399 

ESV: English Standard Version  

LSB: Lutheran Service Book 

 

Thank you to Sue Kolander, Vickie Dansbury, Trina Pettit, and Kim Beaghley for 

tonight’s meal.  Please join us next Wednesday for Supper at 5:45-6:30pm and Heroes 

of the Faith at 7pm. Next week we look at Jacob: Faith from Schemer to Striver to 

Blessed. 

 


